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“Good Night, Son” 


eé 

Wiverever you are... bless you, 
and keep you safe and sound!’’... 

Today, millions of American 
fathers, alone with their thoughts, 
are saying an anxious “good-night”’ 
to a son—or sons—far away —whis- 
pering fervent prayers for their 
safety. 

Some day those square-shouldered, 
clear-eyed sons of yours are coming 
home. . . coming home with a brand 


Bi as Seagram 


Established since 1557 


new set of ideals . .. with a matured 
sense of values... with a lot of curi- 
osity, and perhaps some concern, 
about “that good old U.S.A.” they 
expect to find. 

Will they be disappointed? Will 
they feel the same pride in their 
country, in you, that you feel in 
them today? 

In previous years, The House of 
Seagram, at the approach of Father’s 


Day, published a message urging 
dads to adopt a viewpoint of moder- 
ation in the use of whiskey—as an 
example to the younger generation. 
This year, more than ever, it be- 
hooves the “‘older generation” to be 
moderate. Every dad who proudly 
wears a Service star on his lapel... 
or displays it in his window at home, 
should need no other reminder of the 
importance of moderation. 


FINE WHISKIES 


Copr. 1944, Seagram-Distillers Corporation, New York 
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Comments of the Month 


HONEA LH 


DESECRATING THE JEWISH FLAG 


W: HAVE already had a number of occasions to 
comment on the activities of the “Hebrew 
Committee of National Liberation,” which prolifer- 
ates sub-committees in unending and malignant suc- 
cession. Last month we discussed the debut of the 
“League for a Free Palestine.” This month we can 
announce further progress. It seems that we have 
been blessed with an Embassy in Washington. 

On Massachusetts Avenue—Embassy Row as it is 
called—where the flags of many nations fly over the 
mansions which house the diplomatic representatives 
of other lands, you may at last see the blue and white 
flag of Zion. The self-styled “handful” who compose 
the Hebrew “liberators” have purchased a house for 
$63,000; they have raised the banner of Judah; they 
have put out their shingle—no more, no less than the 
“embassy” of the “Hebrew Nation” now re-estab- 
lished after 1,809 years. The Committee of seven 
members modestly hopes that it will gain diplomatic 
recognition from the United States, and that its 
“Hebrew Nation” will receive a “co-belligerent” 
status with the United Nations. 

All this could be very droll, but right now the 
comic opera tone fails to amuse. These antics are not 
funny. Against the background of Jewish tragedy 
they are grotesque and indecent. We recognize the 
style. It is the classic Revisionist style which thrives 
on dramatic gestures regardless of the consequences. 
Sometimes the gesture is a mythical “army”; some- 
times it is a solitary but actual bomb. Sometimes it is 
cheap fireworks which pretend to be a conflagration; 
sometimes it is a lit match to start an all too real fire. 


No doubt the American correspondents who were 
invited to witness the opening of the new “embassy” 
thought the affair a spirited joke. The seven “boys” 
had gumption and plenty of push—real go-getters. 
After all, they did make the pages of the press and 
elicit denials and disavowals from all responsible 
organized Jewish bodies. That was a birthday victory 
of sorts which every publicity man can appreciate. 

But every Jew conscious of the implications of the 
newest stunt of the “liberators” must have been 
deeply depressed. There is enough despair in Jewry 
for the unscrupulous to prey on; there is enough 
ignorance among Jews and non-Jews alike for the 
impudent to exploit. Who knows how many hope- 
less and helpless beings may stumble up to the doors 
of this “embassy” seeking “diplomatic” assistance for 
relatives in the death-house of Europe? There is 
enough anguish and suffering in our midst to warrant 
these assumptions. And what will the smart boys in 
Embassy Row do? Will they issue passports? No 


doubt they will keep within the law; but how fla- 
grantly will they flout the equally valid obligations 
not to delude innocent people with grandiose pros- 
pects. False vistas are in some ways as injurious and 
as criminal as false visas. 

The “Embassy” lads do not seriously expect to re- 
ceive diplomatic recognition despite their protesta- 
tions. However, they do hope to stir up so much con- 
fusion in the Jewish scene with their hocus-pocus that 
the authority of the various organized, representative 
Jewish bodies will be weakened. If the “saviors” of 
the “Hebrew Nation” succeed in undermining the 
Jewish Agency in any way or in sabotaging Zionist 
activity, they will have achieved something as con- 
crete and as constructive as an attack on a British 
policeman in Palestine. 

In the meantime, if one desecrates the blood- 
stained and heroic flag of Zion by raising it over a 
phony “Embassy,” if one excites the ignorant, and 
dupes the sympathetic—that is all part of the game, 
according to Irgun. 


LIBERAL AND LABOR POLITICS 


(peed YEAR’S Presidential campaign, whose ini- 
tial phases are already well under way, is certainly 
a crucial moment in American, and not only in 
American, history. Upon its outcome may well de- 
pend whether the United States lends its strength to 
an international organization for peace, or not; 
whether the United States’ economic policy, both 
domestic and external, contributes to full employ- 
ment and social security, or not. 

Liberal circles are watching every manoeuver and 
contest in the day-to-day evolution of the campaign 
in a state of extreme tension. With sinking hearts 
they saw the Congressional alliance between Repub- 
licans and anti-New Deal Southern Democrats assume 
an ever more arrogant and combative demeanor. 
The lowest point in their depression of spirits was 
reached during the short-lived uprising of Senator 
Barkley against President Roosevelt. Rebounding 
from their undue anxiety, the liberals hailed the 
recent primary election defeats of certain Dies’ com- 
mittee stalwarts in the South and the victories of a 
number of liberal candidates in the West with per- 
haps unwarranted jubilation. 

These extreme reactions to the shifts of political 
fortune stem from our contemporary awareness that 
we live in a time of crisis, that tremendous conse- 
quences hang upon our decisions, that history itself 
requires us to be wise and strong, sure and swift. In 
some liberals the oppressive consciousness of historic 
responsibility has led almost to a paralysis of the 
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will; in others to an almost compulsive urge to do 
something, and do it immediately, whether it be 
entirely adequate or not. Perhaps this is the reason 
why, at a time when the two major parties are locked 
in internecine quarrels which have, so far, effectively 
prevented them from developing consistent and sig- 
nificant policies concerning the post-war world, the 
liberal, independent voters who know more or less 
what kind of post-war world they would like to have 
are unable to find effective political methods to 
achieve their ends. 

The trend among liberal and labor groups, since 
the New Deal at least, has been toward pressure 
group and balance of power politics. Despairing of 
success On a national scale through the medium of 
socialist or other third parties, progressive organiza- 
tions decided to use their votes, which sometimes 
determined the local balance of power, to obtain 
desired measures or political representation through 
bargains with one or another of the major parties. 
Different liberal groups used this method in various 
ways: the A.F.L., following a traditional policy, 
employed its influence solely in order to obtain re- 
forms in labor legislation and administration; the 
C.L.O. Political Action Committee worked for some- 
what broader objectives, and occasionally attempted 
to fill political positions in major parties with C.L.O. 
men; such organizations as the New York Labor 
Party not only worked for particular reforms but 
were building foundations for a potential national 
third party. 

Obviously, all these tactics could be of no avail 
if the liberal and labor vote, in some cases constitut- 
ing the balance of power, was itself split. Full accord 
between the various progressive groups was never 
attained. The A. F. of L. and C.L.O. particularly have 
been at loggerheads politically as well as in the trade 
union field. In the American Labor Party there has 
been constant dissension since Communists were 
permitted to infiltrate into the party; and the victory 
of the Hillman and Communist bloc, resulting in a 
‘ bolt by the former leadership and the creation of a 
new Liberal Party, left the progressive voters in 
crucial New York State united only in their backing 
of President Roosevelt. 

Great as has been the disunity among the liberal 
political groupings, the internal strain in the major 
parties may well be even greater. Certainly liberals 
in both parties are finding their position increasingly 
difficult. In view of the critical character of the next 
five or ten years—a fact of which this generation is 
all too painfully aware—such a situation cannot 
persist indefinitely. Unless one or the other major 
party turns decisively liberal, there will be growing 
pressure for the formation of a third party. 

Neither of the leading two contending liberal and 
labor parties in New York State, unfortunately, has 
yet shown any ability to pave the way for such a 
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radical political realignment. Sidney Hillman and 
the Communists certainly will not do it: the former 
has recently stated his conviction that third party 
movements, outside of New York, are impracticable 
and perhaps undesirable; the Communists, having 
left the Comintern even before it dissolved, and hav- 
ing recently dropped the external appearances of a 
political party, are committed in principle to a 
policy of political opportunism for the achievement 
of ends undefined except that they include power— 
certainly, they will not be trusted by the elements 
that must go into the making of a true Liberal 
Party. 

Their former opponents in the A.L.P. have now 
formed a Liberal Party in New York State. But 
the tactics they propose to follow are those of the 
old A. L. P.; the program they have adopted 
is also essentially that of a liberal pressure group. It 
has not the boldness, sweep, and imagination which 
could infect progressives all over the country with 
a political enthusiasm. 

The clarion call for a thoroughgoing realignment 
of political forces in the United States has still to be 
sounded. 


BLUE-PRINT FOR PALESTINE 


F& SOME time past the press has carried recurrent 
reports, more or less vaguely phrased, of plans 
for a vast irrigation and power development scheme 
in post-war Palestine, based upon the construction of 
a Jordan to Mediterranean canal. The general out- 
line of the scheme, which would make possible the 
intensive agricultural and industrial development 
of the Jordan valley and the Palestine coastal plain, 
including the Negev, was described at length in the 
remarkable book Palestine, Land of Promise by 
Walter C. Lowdermilk of the United States Soil 
Conservation Service. 

A recent announcement reveals that the Jordan- 
Mediterranean development scheme has already 
been worked out in detail. According to a statement 
by the Commission on Palestine Surveys, 21 expert 
engineers, agronomists, hydrologists, chemists, in- 
dustrial engineers, and other technicians have been 
engaged for some time in blue-printing a compre- 
hensive scheme for the full utilization of Palestine 
resources in a unified development plan. American 
experts, drawing upon the experience of this country 
with similar projects (the TVA, the Grand Coulee 
Dam, Boulder Dam, soil reclamation projects in 
southern California), have cooperated with Palestin- 
ian experts, thoroughly familiar with local conditions 
in drawing up the program. Meticulous study of the 
various aspects of the plan has resulted in an over- 
all scheme that has won the approval of outstanding 
authorities in every field with which the scheme is 
concerned. The prospects held out by these blue- 
prints include doubling the farm productivity of Pal- 
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estine, increasing its irrigated area eightfold, raising 
electric power production tenfold, developing vast 
new industrial potentialities in such fields as magne- 
sium production and chemical industry, raising the 
standard of living for the whole population, and 
doubling or trebling its number. The investment 
cost of the plan is calculated to amount to approxi- 
mately $150,000,000, and the work may be com- 
pleted over a period of from five to thirty years. 

This country has seen what can be accomplished 
in the development of backward areas through the 
application of coordinated technical skill. That 
similar results can be achieved in Palestine will 
hardly be doubted by anyone who is acquainted with 
the extraordinary reclamation work already accom- 
plished there by Jewish pioneers. The work in Pales- 
tine has been handicapped throughout by insufficient 
capital, by lack of governmental support, and by the 
piecemeal character which Jewish resettlement neces- 
sarily assumed. For the success of this new scheme it 
is essential that post-war reconstruction in Palestine 
should not be hampered by such obstacles. 
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After the publication of the Jordan valley devel- 
opment project there can no longer be any excuse for 
thinking of the economic future of Palestine in such 
terms as those we have recently heard from the High 
Commissioner there: in terms of maintaining the 
retrograde character of Palestinian agriculture and 
throttling the new industrial developments which 
have been so striking a feature of Palestinian war- 
time production and which have played so notable a 
role in the Allied war effort. Palestine must go for- 
ward with the rest of the world in the direction of 
economic expansion. 

In the new world that we wish to create after the 
war, it is to be hoped that diplomats will pay more 
heed than previously to the counsel of engineers, 
economists, and other technicians of social welfare. 
It has been sufficiently demonstrated that no political 
status built upon insecure economic grounds and 
wasteful methods of living can hope to maintain it- 
self. It should not be necessary to stress that this les- 
son of experience applies as well to Palestine as to 
any other part of the world. 


Social Security Planning and the Jews 


by Aryeh Tartakower 


B* PROCLAIMING a charter of human rights 
and proposing social aims for the peace settle- 
ment, the recent Philadelphia conference of the Inter- 
national Labor Organization went far beyond the 
immediate, practical measures which used to be 
adopted at previous sessions. This new policy was 
not altogether unexpected. Before the Conference 
the director and staff of the I.L.O. published several 
volumes explaining its aims and its agenda, which 
made it clear that this conference was going to take 
up fundamental problems relating to social security 
and the whole social future of mankind. However, 
there was the possibility that, as in previous years, 
many delegates, especially those representing govern- 
ments or employers, would be reluctant to consider 
broad-gauge problems. If this had been the case, the 
I.L.O. Conference would merely have added one 
more international convention to those which were 
concluded, and sometimes implemented, sometimes 
not, in previous years. That this year’s Conference 
adopted a social program which, next to the Atlantic 
Charter, is perhaps the most important document of 
the present war, may be credited to the delegates’ 
awareness that decisive events in the history of man- 
kind are imminent, and that the principles adopted 
in Philadelphia may prefigure the character of a new 
world to be built upon the physical and moral ruins 
left by years of Nazi domination in Europe. 


At Philadelphia, the I.L.O. declared: “All human 
beings irrespective of race, creed, or sex, have the 
right to pursuit of both their material well-being and 
their spiritual development in conditions of freedom 
and dignity, of economic security and equal ‘oppor- 
tunity.” The labor parley also proclaimed the obliga- 
tion of governments “to foster expanding production 
and employment on a sound basis, free from disrupt- 
ing fluctuations, and to ensure that workers and 
productive resources shall not be allowed to be idle, 
while the needs of large parts of the world remain 
unsatisfied.” All men of goodwill will strive to make 
these principles the forces actually effective in form- 
ing the character of the post-war world. 

Jews have their own, special interest in the secure, 
prosperous, and peaceable world that the I.L.O. 
charter plans. Unemployment, poverty, low stand- 
ards of living are the worst counsellors of mankind; 
they are the promoters of group hatred and anti- 
Semitism. If, therefore, the principles proclaimed in 
Philadelphia become: reality, one of the foremost 
sources of anti-Semitism will disappear. But the 
establishment of full employment will mean much 
more even than this for Jews after the war. Virtually 
the whole of European Jewry has been economically 
uprooted; and their economic rehabilitation will be 
inconceivable without a general economic recovery 
and expansion. 
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We have had enough experience of international 
conferences to have learned that quite as important 
as the general principles adopted are the “minor,” 
practical resolutions. They may have especially sig- 
nificant bearing on the concrete problems of Jewish 
rehabilitation. The example of the UNRRA con- 
ference in Atlantic City was very instructive in this 
respect. The resolutions concerning displaced persons 
—apparently quite a special problem—proved of 
primary importance for the Jews, and it was necessary 
to go to considerable pains to have them formulated 
in a manner which took cognizance of the problems 
of uprooted European Jewry. 


Among the plans presented at the I.L.O. Confer- 
ence there was also one dealing with displaced 
persons. This project was embodied in a resolution 
for the protection of the social insurance rights of 
workers recruited for employment since August 31, 
1939, (or, in the case of Czechoslovakia, since Aug- 
ust 31, 1938) by Axis and associated countries. 
Millions of workers in the occupied countries were 
persuaded or impressed into labor crews during the 
war; and the resolution proposes that Axis and 
associated countries be held responsible for paying 
them social insurance benefits equivalent to that of 
normal workers in their line of employment, or in 
their former occupation if their forced labor assign- 
ment was in some lower-paid position. 


The vital importance of this question for the sur- 
viving European Jews, practically all of whom will 
have been displaced, is obvious. Since 1933 hundreds 
of thousands of Jewish employees and Jewish workers 
have been forced by the Nazis to pay contributions to 
social insurance institutions without deriving any 
benefit from them. The amounts thus stolen from 
Jews may well amount to millions of dollars. There 
are also the hundreds of thousands of Jewish forced 
laborers, for whom no social insurance whatsoever 
was permitted by the Nazis and whose rights in the 
future should be protected. And last but not least, 
there is the problem of invalids and the problem of 
widows and orphans left by Jewish forced laborers. 


These are the main problems for the Jewish popu- 
lation. Parallel problems are of some importance 
for non-Jews, too, especially for forced laborers; how- 
ever, the number of forced laborers is small as com- 
pared with the mass of hired workers, generally 
speaking, whereas among the Jews the opposite is 
true. In the process of clearing up the problems of 
social insurance arising out of the present war, Jews 
are thus particularly interested in equitable treatment 
for forced laborers, and in Germany’s being held re- 
sponsible for the payment of benefits to them, just 
as it will be responsible for the social insurance of 
displaced hired workers. Moreover, Jews are inter- 
ested in the equitable solution of the problem of the 
stolen social security contributions of Jewish em- 
ployees other than forced laborers. 
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The Philadelphia Conference did not go into those 
rather complicated, but from our point of view es- 
sential, details. Nonetheless, the resolution adopted 
was so phrased that a solution: may well be found 


_within its terms. It will be the duty of the appropriate 


Jewish organizations to sée that the displaced Jewish 
population, and especially the Jewish forced workers, 
are included under provisions adopted in Philadel- 
phia, or to try to have additional regulations issued 
to secure the rights of Jewish workers. 

From the practical point of view, this is perhaps 
the most important field in which the LL.O. may 
influence Jewish life in the post-war period: in the 
field of social security and of social insurance pat- 
ticularly, it is already clear that the I.L.O. will play 
a significant part. But other aspects of the work the 
I.L.O. is planning also deserve careful attention. A 
broad program of rehabilitation for demobilized 
soldiers and workers is now being considered by the 
I.L.O. It is clear that this will be one of the most 
tremendous tasks in the history of mankind, since 
130 million men and women are involved. This is 
a field where again there are special problems for 
Jews. Ours is not only the problem of demobilized 


‘soldiers and workers in war industries, but the reha- 


bilitation of all European Jewry. This is certainly— 
even from the point of view of terminology—a war 
problem; the hundreds of thousands of Jewish forced 
laborers are “war workers” no less than the millions 
of non-Jews in war industries. The problem of their 
rehabilitation must, therefore, be considered by the 
LL.O., as well as by UNRRA. 


The problem is not simple. Former merchants, 
artisans, skilled workers, and professionals, who were 
deprived of all their means and, in all too many 
cases, lost their health and strength as a result of 
years of forced labor and cruel persecution, will 
scarcely be in a position in most cases to return to 
their former occupations. For many reasons, the least 
difficulty may be encountered in the case of the 
many Jews who will wish to emigrate, chiefly to 
Palestine. For those who decide to remain in Europe, 
new employment will have to be found. This will 
require large-scale preparation, a considerable invest- 
ment of funds and energy, and a suitable method of 
dealing with these people. The I.L.O. may be the 
proper body for this work, at least in its initial stages, 
provided it correctly understands and plans for the 
problems involved. Unfortunately, not much has so 
far been done in this respect and it remains our duty 
to see that the attention of the I.L.O. is drawn to the 
specific problems it may face in this particular field. 


From many angles, it was a significant feature of 
the Philadelphia session that a representative of the 
General Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine was 
admitted in advisory capacity to the session. The 
Palestine delegate, Israel Mereminski, succeeded in 
obtaining the adoption of resolutions calling for 
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governmental and inter-governmental support for 
the cooperative movement, and the provision of soil 
for agricultural settlers in dependent territories. Jew- 
ish Palestine will certainly profit from both resolu- 
tions, if they are carried out faithfully as they should 
be. Important as these achievements are, they con- 
stitute only a first step which must be firmly followed 
up. 

The problem of labor conditions in dependent 
territories was seriously considered at the Philadel- 
phia session on the basis of plans and suggestions 
prepared previously. The old problem of decent 
social standards in those frequently neglected terri- 
tories was thus advanced somewhat toward a solu- 
tion. The Jewish labor movement and the whole 
Jewish community in Palestine have every reason to 
rejoice over this development, which, if it is followed 
up, may help to preserve and improve the standards 
barely reached in Palestine and only too often en- 
dangered by the backwardness of other dependent 
territories, as well as of the Palestinian Arabs them- 
selves, and by the narrow attitudes of officials accus- 
tomed to dealing with labor problems from the 
colonial point of view. It would have been in place, 
in discussing social standards in dependent territories, 
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for the Conference to take note of important achieve- 
ments in this field in Palestine. They were brought 
about by the Jewish labor movement without any 
significant cooperation on the part of the administra- 
tion; in many cases, indeed, against its will. Unfor- 
tunately there was no comment on this situation 
in general session. The Jewish labor movement is 
resolved to continue its struggle for decent social 
standards and for social security for the workers in 
Palestine. It is entitled to expect that the I-L.O. sup- 
port this pioneer effort whose benefits will be shared 
not only by the Jews, but by the entire population 
of Palestine, and beyond that by all dependent terri- 
tories. It is to be hoped that the I.L.O. will appreciate 
the aims of the Jewish labor movement in Palestine 
and that the necessary conclusions will be drawn from 
the existing situation. 

A great deal was done at Philadelphia, perhaps the 
most that could possibly be achieved at the present 
moment; but much still remains to be completed. It 
will be the duty of the Allied nations to see that the 
resolutions adopted in Philadelphia do not remain a 
paper charter, but become a great and enduring 
reality. 


Wingate: Man of Valiant Faith 


by Maurice L. Perlzweig 


is WAS toward the end of April 1940 that I last 
saw Orde Charles Wingate. A small group of us 
had gathered in a London hotel room at the invita- 
tion of the late Col. Victor Cazalet to talk over the 
situation in Palestine. We had drifted into a dis- 
cussion of the recent occupation of Norway by the 
Nazis. Having described the impact of this new Nazi 
advance on opinion in Italy, from which I had re- 
cently returned, I ventured to suggest that Britain 
would now awake to the gravity of the situation. 
“You are wrong,” replied Wingate. “There will be 
some small changes for the better, but this country 
will not really wake up uatil the enemy is on our 
own doorstep. But then we shall astonish the world.” 

He made his judgment without hesitation; and 
he turned out to be right. He was at the time no 
more than a Captain in the Royal Artillery and still 
in his 30’s; but it was already typical of him both to 
speak with an assurance that swept all before it and 
to be right. His insight into the character of men and 
the nature of events was nothing less than superb. 
It was so obvious, that experienced statesmen and 
famous soldiers heard him with respect. In that hotel 
room there were men whose achievements had earned 
them international fame, but his personality and con- 


viction dominated the discussion. What remains most 
vivid in my memory was the conviction, bordering 
on fanaticism, with which he advocated the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish Military Force to operate in 
the Near East. He spoke on the basis of his expe- 
rience as the leader of the British-Jewish formations 
that had played so decisive a part in restoring security 
in Palestine. “There are no better soldiers in the 
world than the Jews.” He repeated the statement 
several times, and he left us in no doubt as to the 
military and political consequences he drew from this 
conviction. 

That he was a man cast in no ordinary mould, he 
amply demonstrated later by his brilliant achieve- 
ments in Ethiopia and Burma. He added to his 
mastery of every branch of military science a scholar- 
ship which ranged over many fields; this, combined 
with a religious conviction of unusual depth, made 
him an ideal leader in a war essentially concerned 
with the defense of spiritual values and human 
rights. It was perhaps inevitable that so strong a 
personality should find itself constantly in conflict 
with conventional procedures, and it is notorious 
that his impatience sometimes irritated his military 
superiors. But it was his integrity which was im- 
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patient of compromise and it may be said with con- 
fidence that this was realized even by those who 
were the victims of his impatience. Otherwise his 
military career could scarcely have survived the right- 
eous indiscipline of his spirit and his repeated threats 
of resignation. He was retained in leadership even 
when events had justified his heretical judgments, 
—and nothing can be more irritating to superiors. 
Before his untimely end, he had completely justified 
Churchill’s faith in his military genius. 

In his Burmese campaign he played a part of his- 
toric and perhaps decisive importance in saving India 
for the United Nations. He had had to fight for this 
opportunity at Quebec where more conservative strat- 
egists opposed his plans as impracticable if not fan- 
tastic. In India he faced the necessity of training 
second line garrison troops for one of the most 
daring military operations in history. He succeeded, 
not only because he was a master of the art of war, 
but because he had the human qualities which en- 
abled him to transform garrison troops into fighters 
equal to the best Commando units in courage, endur- 
ance and resourcefulness. But in the midst of these 
preparations and during the campaign itself, he never 
forgot, as his letters show, his loyalty to the Zionist 
ideal, which he had made his own. It was not a pass- 
ing impulse which had moved him to live in a Hebrew 
settlement and learn to speak Hebrew. “Not a day 
passes,” he wrote shortly before his death, “without 
my thinking of the Zionist cause all of us hold dear.” 
And he added in Hebrew the Psalmist’s words, “If 
I forget thee, oh, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget 
her cunning.” 

His Palestinian experience, indeed, made Wingate 
a consistent and passionate advocate of Zionism. He 
lost no opportunity which came his way to advance 
the cause of the Yishuv; there were even critics who 
accused him of speaking out of season and failing 
to observe the restraints considered to be normal and 
proper for an officer in active service. But he held 
it to be a solemn duty to speak the truth, and a small 
matter to jeopardize his professional career in its 
service. His views on the need of a Jewish Military 
Force, and the part he ardently desired to play in its 
organization and leadership, were never a secret. 
They were repeatedly discussed by the foremost 
British statesmen and military leaders, and the echoes 
of his passionate advocacy were occasionally heard 
even in the highest places in Washington. It is small 
wonder that the Yishuv took him to its heart and 
that his memory has found a permanent place in its 


affections. 
* * * 


Was Wingate a mere fortunate accident, or was 
he the symbol of an enduring tradition in the life 
of Britain? Zionists have been asking the question 
with hope not unmixed with anxiety. Yet no one who 
knows anything of the fascinating history of British 
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military genius and idiosyncrasy can hesitate about 
the answer. Wolfe moving along the St. Lawrence 
to victory and death at Quebec with Gray’s Elegy on 
his lips, “Chinese Gordon” armed with nothing more 
formidable than a cane leading his levies into battle, 
Lawrence raising the standard of Arab revolt— 
these and a hundred others have created and sustained 
a tradition as authentically British as Westminster 
Abbey or a London policeman. Wingate belonged 
to this tradition. He has been compared to Lawrence, 
whose distant kinsman he was; but the contrasts are 
at least as striking. Wingate lacked the restraint 
which made Lawrence a great artist in prose, but his 
range was infinitely wider and he had a nobler and 
more generous faith. Opposition might make Win- 
gate vehement, but he was incapable of giving way 
to the bitterness of despair. There are, indeed, no 
exact parallels in this tradition, for the passport to its 
membership is individuality. But Wingate and Law- 
rence and their predecessors were alike in this, that 
they were strangers to the seven deadly virtues of 
military convention. 

There was of course much more in the making of 
this tradition than the brilliant waywardness of gifted 
men. To find a formula which would include all the 
men in this tradition, even if I were foolish enough 
to attempt it, would require analysis enough to fill 
a volume. I can venture here only to indicate briefly 
two of the factors which have helped to mould those 
among them whom I may call the men of valiant 
faith—a class to which Wingate belonged—as dis- 
tinct from the great amateurs—of whom before this 
war Lawrence was the most conspicuous example. 

First and foremost among these factors is the 
Biblical foundation of English education. Win- 
gate’s parents were members of a small fundamental- 
ist evangelical sect known as the Plymouth Brethren. 
His father was a Colonel in the Indian Army who 
on retirement founded a missionary society in London 
to evangelize the turbulent tribes on the North 
Western Frontier of India, an enterprise which cer- 
tainly showed an abundance of faith. It was in this 
atmosphere that Wingate was brought up. He not 
only came to know the Bible, but he believed in it 
with a conviction remarkable in its warmth and 
intensity. His mind was never darkened and narrowed 
by the obscurantism and isolationism which have 
disfigured the faith of evangelical sectaries in places 
as different as the American Bible Belt and Boer 
South Africa. He belonged to the great tradition of 
English Puritanism, which was the seedplot of those 
principles of natural and inalienable human rights 
characteristic of the constitutional heritage of Britain 
and America. Palmerston, Gladstone, and a host of 
Parliamentarians like Josiah Wedgwood were at once 
the protagonists of individual liberty and the friends 
of national freedom, because they were in their 
different ways the heirs of the Puritan revolution. 
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The second factor, which is obviously closely re- 
lated to the first, is the traditional English respect 
for individuality, even for eccentricity. It is a quality 
sometimes difficult for foreigners to understand, be- 
cause it is combined with what looks at first sight like 
an excessive veneration for tradition. But it is pre- 
cisely this which gives the Englishman that sense of 
stability which makes him feel free to yield to the 
appeal of every kind of spiritual and intellectual 
heresy. There is no freer legislative chamber in the 
world than the House of Commons. The most heret- 
ical views are listened to with respect, and the smaller 
and more helpless the minority the more confidently 
it may rely on the tolerance of the great majority of 
the members. Josiah Wedgwood was for virtually 
the whole of his long period of service a party of one, 
but during much of that time he was easily the most 
beloved member of the House. What he said almost 
by habit would certainly have led to his ostracism 
in some free legislatures and his political ruin in 
others. But so long as he observed the forms, he 
could be certain of receiving a hearing. He sometimes 
said what seemed astonishing things to the outside 
world, which found it difficult to understand why he 
was tolerated. But had he taken it into his head to 
remove the Speaker’s mace, or make a habit of using 
the wrong form of address, punishment would have 
been swift and the world certainly would have heard 
about it. Britain is liberal in thought but conserva- 
tive in ritual. Perhaps it would be true to say that 
Britain is liberal in thought because it is conservative 
in ritual. 

It is an integral element of this view that the 
individual has a right to be different, and to advocate 
the things in which he is different so long as he plays 
the game according to the rules. In Charles Rolo’s 
Wingate’s Raiders, the enthralling account of Win- 
gate’s campaign behind the enemy’s lines in Burma, 
the curious reader may discover instances of respect 
for personal idiosyncrasies which, unless he under- 
stands the English, will fill him with astonishment. 
There was one officer who insisted on being supplied 
by air with a new monocle whenever he lost his old 
one and there was another who had to be provided 
with his weekly copy of Punch; it was as much their 
right as it was Wingate’s to receive a copy of one of 
the Greek classics or of a Hebrew book. That men 
should care about these things under conditions of 
incredible privation in a jungle may well seem amaz- 
ing. For my own part I find it refreshing and exhilar- 
ating in a world largely governed by totalitarians 
and coercive ideologies. The emancipation of the 
Jewish people, of the Ethiopians, and of the Chinese 
were among the causes which Wingate espoused with 
all the conviction of his passionate nature. Is it too 
fanciful to suppose that, like many other Englishmen 
before him, he was able to understand these very 
different peoples and enter the secret places of their 
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hopes and affections because he had first learnt not 
merely to tolerate but to understand very different 
individuals? 

The British interest in Zionism, which has a long 
and honorable history, may be traced back to these 
qualities in the life of the English people. Considera- 
tions of imperial strategy and political expediency 
no doubt played their part in shaping the policy 
which issued in the Balfour Declaration. I am very 
far from desiring to underrate their importance. But 
the Declaration would not have been possible if the 
English had not been a Biblical people. Lloyd 
George, who presided over the cabinet which sanc- 
tioned the Declaration, was known not only as a 
shrewd statesman but as an evangelical preacher. Nor 
do I believe that the appeal of Biblical tradition has 
lost its hold on the English people in recent years. 
The proposals for educational reconstruction which 
are now being discussed in Britain will undoubtedly 
take this tradition into full account. Mr. R. A. 
Butler, the Minister of Education, who bears personal 
responsibility for the formulation of the great scheme 
of reform which was recently presented to the House 
of Commons, is certainly not concerned solely or 
even primarily with the mechanics of the national 
system of education. A few months ago he attended 
a representative Jewish meeting in order to explain 
his proposals, and he took the opportunity to appeal 
to the Jewish community of Britain to fight for the 
preservation of Hebraic values in the national system 
of education. I do not know whether this could have 
happened in any other country. But no one knowing 
Mr. Butler and what he represents could be surprised. 

It would be foolish to assume that the battle for 
Zionism in Britain will be won without a struggle. 
The peculiar English capacity, with which Wingate 
was so abundantly endowed, of being able to enter 
deeply into the life of other peoples, may work, as 
we have reason to know, as much in favor of Arab 
insurgency as of Jewish renascence. And to make 
matters more difficult, the Jewish tragedy has com- 
pelled the Jewish pioneer to be a pioneer in a hurry. 
Accordingly, we are bound to incur the criticism or 
hostility of the kind of official Englishman who still 
does not understand why we cannot allow our insti- 
tutions to mature slowly and “broaden down from 
precedent to precedent.” But there is one advantage 
which we have that no other people can claim and 
which distinguishes us “from among all the peoples 
of the earth,” and that is that the Bible is a Jewish 
book. British Zionism has its roots in the Bible. That, 
after all, is not so strange, since Jewish Zionism also 
has its roots in the Bible. Is it too much to hope 
that, springing as they ultimately do from a common 
source, the two conceptions of the destiny of the 
Jewish people may come closer together? I cannot 
doubt that they will. Deep speaketh unto deep. 
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The United States and Palestine 


by Carl J. Friedrich 


Address delivered at the annual JEWISH FRONTIER 
dinner, New York, May 10, 1944. 


oie OF mine have often asked, “Why are you 
interested in Palestine?” This is asked of me by 
non-Jews as well as by Jews. Quite frankly, for a 
long time I was not interested in Palestine. I am a 
strong adherent of internationalism; and it seemed to 
me that Zionism was a form of nationalism, an idea 
to which my general outlook is opposed, and that I 
had no particular reason to adopt a different attitude 
toward Zionism. But things changed, and they 
changed my own views. 

After 1933 I became increasingly concerned in a 
very personal and direct way with the problem of the 
Jewish people. It was forced upon my attention day 
in, day out, week in, week out, in the very real form 
of persons coming to my office, wanting help in get- 
ting settled; letters from the other side of the ocean 
asking for help in getting to one place of refuge or 
another. It suddenly began to dawn upon me that 
the term “home” had a very real, concrete and 
human significance; that it was not, in other words, 
the same thing as nationalism in the sense I had 
thought of it hitherto. It had a markedly different 
connotation. Then came those exhausting and exas- 
perating conferences of Evian and those committees 
and commissions and investigations, all of which 
ended in complete failure. There came long sessions 
in the Consulates and Vice-Consulates of Switzer- 
land, France, and England, when one tried to per- 
suade an American consular office once more to grant 
a visa, and again and again this fact was borne in 
upon me: that there was no place that one could ex- 
pect a Jew to go to if he could no longer be in Ger- 
many; that there was literally no place for him to go. 

That is how I became genuinely concerned with 
Palestine and with the work of the Zionist move- 
ment. As a result, I devoted myself for a very con- 
siderable period to studying this matter, particularly 
the question of American policy toward the Jewish 
National Home in Palestine and toward Zionism. I 
have come away with certain definite conclusions, 
conclusions which will be presently published as a 
small book under the title of “Palestine and Peace: 
American Policy Toward the Jewish National Home 
in Palestine.” 

s * * 

The first of these conclusions is that the American 
policy toward the National Home has been essen- 
tially a phantom policy. It has consisted of words 
unaccompanied by deeds, of verbal sops thrown to 
the Jewish electorate in *he United States. It started 


with the Balfour Declaration and it went on through 
the years with Congressional resolutions and Presi- 
dential declarations of sympathy, always worded in 
the vaguest of terms which could be cited by anybody 
for any purpose. That tradition, which dominated 
the entire period from 1922 to the present, is blam- 
able, in my opinion, to some extent at least, on the 
Zionists themselves. 


There was too much willingness to let words suf- 
fice. I have been through a great deal of the litera- 
ture of the various Zionist organizations and I have 
got a little bit allergic, to be quite frank, toward the 
ever-present inclination to place the most favorable 
interpretation upon Presidential declarations and 
suchlike generalities. It was very natural, to be sure, 
for the Zionist organizations to be preoccupied with 
building up the National Home in Palestine within 
the existing framework. It is a magnificent achieve- 
ment, as Lowdermilk has shown recently and as can 
be seen in many other documents, such as the Royal 
Commission reports of the British government. Yet 
in doing so they succumbed to an error very charac- 
teristic of people with practical, craftsmanlike atti- 
tudes toward life; they neglected the over-all political 
considerations. Although I am still confident that 
disaster will be averted, the whole activity and effort 
that the Jewish people have put into the upbuilding 
of Palestine is now endangered, and it may all have 
been for nothing, owing to the fact that political 
fences were not being mended while the resettlement 
activity went forward. 


The vagueness of United States policy on the Pal- 
estine question started with President Wilson’s share 
in the Balfour Declaration. His participation was, in 
a personal sense, quite real; and yet when one con- 
sults the historical record to find out specifically just 
what was done, he discovers a rather tenuous link. A 
memorandum was evidently handed to President 
Wilson by Colonel House together with a mass of 
other business, which Wilson carried around in his 
pocket for weeks. Eventually House inquired, “Have 
you made up your mind regarding what answer you 
will make?” Wilson replied a month later, “I find in 
my pocket the memorandum you gave me about the 
Zionist movement. I am afraid I did not say to you 
that I concurred in the formula suggested by the 
other side. I do, and would be obliged if you would 
let them know it.” Such, more or less, was the ap- 
proach to that unquestionably historic occasion. Yet 
on March 3, 1919, some months after the issuance of 
the Declaration, Wilson stated that “the Allied 
Nations, with the fullest concurrence of our own 
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government and people, are agreed that in Palestine 
shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish Common- 
wealth.” Where was the evidence for this concur- 
rence of our own government and people? I should 
think that realistic friends of such a Commonwealth 
would have wanted to make more certain of their 
ground. Wilson here, as in the other issues of the 
peace settlement, fell prey to his inclination to iden- 
tify his personal views with those of the government 
and the nation. Besides, what is the constitutional 
significance of such an informal presidential partici- 
pation in establishing the Jewish claim to Palestine? 
If Zionists had asked themselves that question, they 
would have been forced to conclude that it does not 
mean very much; it binds nobody to anything. 

Later an attempt was made to remedy that situa- 
tion. A Joint Congressional resolution was adopted 
which at least formally put the Congress and the 
President of the United States on record as approving 
the Balfour Declaration. But in the Congressional 
discussions on the 1922 resolution a number of lead- 
ing Congressmen, including the chairmen of the 
Congressional committees, stated that this resolution 
did not bind or commit the United States govern- 
ment to any specific action and that therefore it was 
an entirely innocuous step to take. If I had been a 
Zionist at the time, I should have said: “I want this 
aspect brought out. I want to have our people told 
that the Congress before adopting the resolution told 
themselves, “This does not mean a thing.’ It is just a 
‘sop’ thrown to us, and therefore we have to follow it 
up immediately.” In that case, the Anglo-American 
convention might have become the basis for genuine 
collaboration with Britain in making the Mandate 
work. 

The resolution presented to Congress this past 
spring is better, of course, than the 1922 resolution, 
because at least this resolution says that the govern- 
ment of the United States “shall take appropriate 
measures,’ which is far more than the 1922 resolu- 
tion said. I testified before the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee in favor of that resolution, but I told the 
Congressmen that while I was altogether for the 
resolution and felt they must adopt it, nevertheless 
I did not think there was much to it unless they faced 


the policies that that resolution involved. I then pro-— 


ceeded to read six points of policy that it seemed to 
me were involved in the resolution. Then, because I 
saw that certain faces were falling around that table, 
I turned to the chairman, the Honorable Sol Bloom, 
and said, “Mr. Chairman, I am afraid I am stepping 
on some people’s toes here.” He replied, “Professor, 
you afe not stepping on their toes; you are stepping 
on their necks.” 

There is no doubt that that was probably the 
truth; but I am convinced that the United States 
government and the people of the United States have 
a real interest in this problem of Palestine and the 
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Jewish National Home in Palestine. And hence we 
must adopt concrete and practical policies to make 


it work. 
* * * 


Related to this issue is the second point which I 
want to make tonight. I feel that Zionists have not 
brought home to the American public why they 
should have an interest in Palestine, in the Jewish 
National Home. Your arguments have tended to be 
moralizing; not, “You /ave an interest in Palestine,” 
but “You ozght to have an interest in Palestine.” Yet 
the American people have a clear interest in the 
matter, and it is up to those of us who see it to show 
them what it consists of. 

What, then, is the interest of American people 
who are not Jews in the Jewish National Home? I 
think it is essentially linked to what I consider the key 
interest of the American people in foreign policy— 
peace. American foreign policy has always been 
dominated by the interest in peace, and if you ask the 
common man, “What do you think American policy 
should be directed toward?” the answer will be, in 
nine cases out of ten, “It should be directed toward 
peace.” It is true that Walter Lippmann wants us to 
have an American policy directed toward survival. 
Thinking in terms of Old World diplomacy, he looks 
upon foreign policy as a shield. The American people 
have never looked upon foreign policy as a shield, but 
as an arrow to their bows, as a medium for projecting 
outward the American conception concerning the 
world. 

One of the great things about Wilson was that, for 
the first time, he projected the underlying conception 
of American life into the world at large. The depress- 
ing thing about the situation today is that somehow 
that same thing has not as yet happened. Maybe it 
will not happen. But I for one should be tremend- 
ously downcast if the American people should turn 
from its own conception of foreign policy to the Old 
World conception of survival. To me, the great 
thing about the American people has always been 
that survival was taken for granted. A foreign policy 
was not necessary to guarantee survival. Such a view 
was right for Switzerland or Italy, but the United 
States would survive of itself: But a foreign policy is 
needed for the building of a democratic world, be- 
cause that is what peace calls for. 

When people talk stuff about peace nowadays they 
should ask themselves a very simple question: Has 
there ever been peace without government? Of 
course, the answer is that there never has been peace 
without government, and the American people want 
peace, so they must necessarily seek to establish inter- 
national government. 

Nobody knows better than the Zionists do that 
peace is impossible without government, because 
anyone who has studied the history of Palestine under 
the Mandate must realize that we had civil war in 
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Palestine because we had no government there. The 
Mandatory government was a patent failure; for 
whenever civil war breaks out it means that a govern- 
ment has failed. 

Very clearly, Zionists are not interested in seeing 
Palestine independent immediately. I do not see any 
answer to the problem except for Palestine to become 
an internationally administered territory; there will 
be others of that kind in the world. But the tremen- 
dous danger is that if we do not get strong interna- 
tional authority, we shall get weak government, and 
you have seen in the last twenty years what happens 
when there is weak government: terror and civil war 
and the breakdown of authority. Therefore, I con- 
tend that it is in consonance with American policy 
toward Palestine, as well as the proper policy for all 
those who favor the upbuilding of a Jewish Common- 
wealth in Palestine, that there should be a strong 
international government. Any other position is 
self-contradictory. 

Thus it seems to me that the relation of Zionism 
and internationalism is very different from that of 
nationalism in the usual sense. There is, in any case, 
a profound difference between the nationalism of 
small nations and the nationalism of big and imperial 
nations. Jewish nationalism is like the nationalism 
of the Swedes, the Swiss, the Danes, none of whom 
because they cannot aspire to domination, ever can 
be truly hostile to international organization; or 
rather, in this day and age they must be for interna- 
tional organization. The small nations of Europe 
today have become the protagonists of international 
government. There is no thoughtful Swede or Swiss 
today who is willing to defend the idea of sover- 
eignty, and nobody should ever use the phrase of “a 
sovereign Jewish state,” because that harks back to 
a conception of government and of relations between 
nations which is outmoded. If Zionists continue to 
think in these terms, they will deprive themselves of 
the support of the one key group in America and 
England that are destined to be their friends, the 
people who are convinced of the importance of 
international organization and international govern- 
ment. 

There is one more point that must be made to 
round out this picture. It is the relation between 
democracy and the Jewish National Home in Pales- 
tine. I have already alluded to the fact that, in my 
opinion, American foreign policy is vitally linked 
to the promotion of democracy throughout the world. 
When I say “promotion,” I do not mean that we 
should go forth and force democracy upon other 
people. I could not mean that, because democracy 
cannot be forced upon any people. But forcing some- 
thing and not doing anything about it are very far 
apart, and there are a great many things between 
that can and should be done. 

I find that Gentiles have no conception of two 
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vital points about Zionism. One is the fact that the 
Jewish National Home in Palestine is not something 
financed by the rich Jews, but something financed 
by the poor Jews; that it is not something wanted by 
a few men, but that it is wanted by the masses of the 
Jewish people. I find, time and again, in talking with 
Gentiles, that nobody has the vaguest idea that Pales- 
tine has been built up by contributions of $1.00, 
$3.00, $5.00, year in, year out, by piling one brick 
on top of another. Connected with this fact is the 
supremely important point that the Jewish National 
Home in Palestine is the spearhead of democracy in 
the Near East. It must be driven home to the non- 
Jew in this country, to the average American citizen, 
that the problem in Palestine is not a case between 
the Jew and the Arab. From the standpoint of 
American policy, which is foreign policy in terms of 
democracy, the Arabs as a people have never been a 
factor in this situation. It has only been a group 
similar to the Prussian Junker class that has been in 
the picture. 


* * * 


I have not said anything so far about oil, but it 
seems to me quite characteristic for the pattern we 
have lately been reverting to in our foreign policy. 
There always has been in American foreign policy the 
conflict between the specific interest of a particular 
business group wanting to utilize the government for 
the purpose of securing a particular concession or 
something else of that kind and the over-all interest 
of the American people in peace and the advance of 
democracy. Think of China, think of India, think of 
various parts of Europe. It is always the same story. 


I may appear to you visionary, but personally I 
believe that the sound position to take is that we do 
not want the oil pipeline in Arabia. We do not want 
to be mixed up in imperialistic ventures overseas. The 
Germans have demonstrated in this war that one can 
make all the gasoline we need here in the United 
States, and if such gasoline costs a penny or two more 
by that process, it will be worthwhile. 

In conclusion, let me say this. I should like to see 
the issue portrayed to the American people under 
three headings: First, the Jewish National Home is 
of profound interest to Americans who are not Jewish 
because it is vitally related to the pacification of the 
world. It is vitally related to the establishment of a 
lasting peace because we must solve the problems that 
the Nazi scourge has raised. 

The second point is that the upbuilding of the 
National Home has been one of the most striking 
manifestations of democratic forces in our generation. 
It has been the result of a mass effort by the Jewish 
people. 

And third, that if we are ever to have democracy 
in the Near East, we have no better chance of secur- 
ing it than to back the efforts the Jews are making 
to build a Jewish Commonwealth. 
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Cail 


by Jacob Picard 


T WAS, of course, not so easy and simple for old 
Mendele Weil to lead the sort of life he was 
forced to live in that little town in the Black Forest. 
The community had to support him, and all of you 
know what that means: getting his meals at certain 
days with different families, and a small attic room in 
crippled old Schmul’s house. There had been a time, 
oh yes, when he had not been without means and 
when his opinion had carried some weight with the 
people. But the way things happen sometimes, with- 
out any fault of his own, fate had blindly attacked 
him from all directions, and suddenly it was all over; 
unable to grasp a firm hold somewhere on his down- 
ward passage, there was no stopping him. ... And, 
finally, all those who had formerly cared for him, his 
relatives, his friends from early youth—they had all 
passed away. No one knew any longer just what to do 
with him. There was nothing to be said against him, 
of course; never in his life had he done anything 
even remotely underhand; and, thus, the community 
took care of him, not at all unwillingly, as should be 
pointed out. It was good for all of them, too, that the 
community as such did a Mitzva, you understand. 
And besides, he could still be useful, here and there, 
doing some little job, running some little errand. 

And personally he was not really very much wor- 
ried about this state of affairs, even if his head and his 
memory were no longer what they used to be; also, it 
looked a bit childish when, occasionally, he vaguely 
smiled and even murmured to himself. But he con- 
sidered himself withal to be a fullfledged member of 
the community: did they not select him as a minyan- 
man, was he not the equal of anyone before God and 
in synagogue? And was he not still considered to be 
fit to work for this one and that one and, above all, 
for the community? 

But it was impossible not to feel just a grain of pity 
for the little old man, seeing him walk along, with 
his sparse, white-yellowish beard around his wrinkled 
face, a little bent and with weary steps. Sometimes, 
of course, the boys had their fun with him. He ac- 
cepted that as something quite natural and did not 
take it hard at all. | 

But there came a day when God, as if to compen- 
sate him for everything and to show him that HE was 
still there for him, too, let something happen which 
elevated him above all others for all the future, for 
the few years he still had to live among the others; it 
consecrated him and even awakened in him the 
thought that all the heavy suffering and sorrows that 
had befallen him before had happened only that he 
might finally slumber into o eternity easily and as one 
consecrated by God. 





It happened one gray winter day, a day unrelieved 
by any mild light from the snow, and, since the 
ground was frozen hard, they had ordered him to 
carry a cord of wood—especially cut for the stove of 
the synagogue and then standing in the yard of the 
schul, where the hedge of evergreen formed a wall 
against the front garden—into the room designated 
for that purpose. The old man took this job very 
seriously, busily he went back and forth, always car- 
rying some, but not too many, of the long pieces of 
wood on his arms and pressed against his chest. 

He had carried on like that for several hours when 
above him, where the road wends upward on the 
mountain, between the gabled old houses and away 
from the town, two boys made their way, vagabond- 
ing along as boys will after school hours. They were 
Jewish boys. They saw the little man down there; 
and, as they had done in other places before, one of 
them called his name from above: “Mendele”’; once 
he called thus. But the ancient hardly listened, 
hardly lifted his head. He knew that he must not 
stop this hard labor if he did not want to freeze in 
this cold weather and in his pitiable clothes. 

But after a while, a little further along, and when 
it was impossible for him to see the boys who were 
hidden from him by a house, the call came — 

“Mendele, Mendele.” 

Now he stopped for a while, only half erect, be- 
cause he just had a load of wood on his arms, stood 
still for quite a while now, and looked around and 
listened; but, at first, there was no further sound. So 
he unloaded his burden in the room again and re- 
turned to the wood pile. 

And while he was standing there, thinking, the 
voice called again, it was far away now, and high and 
clear it came to him and pierced him like a light: 
“Mendele, Mendele, where art thou?” 

Then, suddenly, understanding penetrated him: he 
turned around and ran and ran on his old legs to the 
house of God, up into the Almemor, and placed him- 
self before the sacred chest, with enraptured coun- 
tenance, and cried in his loud, yet shaky voice: “Here 
I am, Lord, here I am!” 

And threw himself down in most sacred prayer. 
And remained lying thus, with his forehead in the 
dust of the ground. And he knew that HE was talk- 
ing to him, as to one exclusively chosen .. . 

Thus, the Lord made Mendele Weil—who for 
others was the most miserable man in the community 
—the happiest person, so that he could walk among 
the people with the great blessed secret in his soul: 
that he had been chosen by HIM from among all and 
above all for all eternity. . 
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The Face of Tamorow 


by Daniel Bell 


¥en REFUGEES who stepped off the Gripsholm 
last month told their stories in almost colorless 
accents. “They lined up the old Jews in single-file 
and made them run the gauntlet of Schutz-Staffel 
guards swinging rubber truncheons and whips.” It 
was a sickeningly familiar story, one which we have 
heard week in and week out since Karl Billinger 
published his Fatherland, one of the earliest descrip- 
tions of the new Inquisition. 

At times this theme has held an almost masochistic 
fascination, perhaps out of some sense of guilt for 
actions done, or actions undone. This literature (see 
latterly Koestler’s Arrival and Departure and Free- 
man’s Never Call Retreat) has created a new symbol 
for our times: the man with the whip and the naked 
victim on the pine-board table. And Hollywood has 
seized upon this image and draped it over lurid 
posters and “‘stills’—not to awaken horror and dis- 
gust, but to feed the insensible sadist tastes; and 
so we recoil from it. 

Out of this surrealist image has come, particularly 
for the Jews, an inverted psychological racialism: 
eternally, the German is the man with the whip, 
eternally, the Jew is the prostrate man. But what I 
attempt to suggest in the following pages is the 
simple idea that this cleavage follows no racial or 
national lines, but arises out of the deeply split per- 
sonality of modern man himself. By this, I do not 
mean a mechanical formula whereby each particular 
man is at once a satyr and a saint, assuming each 
role in turn as different social situations arise— 
although this may be partially true. I mean that 
modern capitalist society creates different personality 
types among men, channeling various drives accord- 
ing to the premiums and sanctions of an aggressive 
and competitive. world, and that different social 
situations bring to the fore these different types. In a 
fascist society, the fundamental syndromes of cruelty 
and sadism find an organized outlet for their play. 
Again, I do not mean to suggest a psychological or 
theological determination of history, with shapeless 
masses of good and evil battling for dominance. 
For these personality types are conditioned by the 
class patterns of society, by the impact of machine 
civilization, the nature of a competitive society. 

Assuming these premises, my thesis is that the 
country where anti-Semitism can emerge in the most 
violent shape and unabated fury is the United States. 

The forms of terror, like the forms of peace, are 
shaped by the cultural traditions and action patterns 
of a country. In crisis situations, those types which 
match tradition well, come to the fore. German 


anti-Semitism followed peculiar national molds. In 
more than ten years of Nazi rule, there are on record 
few cases of spontaneous outbursts of anti-Jewish 
violence. Anti-Semitism in Germany is rationalized 
trrationalism. It is state policy, carried out carefully 
and coldly by selected types of brutalized youth. 
Like other aspects of German society it is gleichge- 
schaltet. 

A shrewd observer of German society, Ernst 
Toller, reflecting on the defeat of the German revo- 
lution in Bavaria in 1919, wrote: 

“Alas, the German workmen had been too long 
accustomed to blind obedience; they wanted only to 
obey. They confused brutality with strength, bluster 
with leadership, suppression of freedom with discipline. 
They missed their accustomed atmosphere; they found 
their freedom chaos.” 

What was true of the German working class was 
even more true of other social classes in the country. 
But anti-Semitism is not a function of German 
society alone. The seeds which produced anti- 
Semitism there are sprouting here. They find a ready 
soil in certain. American traditions, in the tremendous 
disparities of American life, the hate and prejudices 
that have been accumulated out of the drabness of 
living. The anti-Semitism that may triumph here 
will differ in nature and content from the German 
model. Anti-Semitism if it comes here will draw 
deep from the national traditions of this country 
and, I believe, display the rawness, brutality, and 
fierce extremes of violence that have marked this 
country’s development. 

American society has always been characterized 
by a deep cleavage between ideals and realities. We 
preached the American dream, and produced pov- 
erty; we talked free competition and built monopoly. 
Our society has been characterized by deep strain 
and tension. We have never resolved our conflicts, 
substituting, as Robert Lynd put it, “indirection for 
decision, muscular activity for coherence.” 


War is the time of greatest health for the state, 
Randolph Bourne once said, but it is the time of the 
poorest health for the people. And over the last 
year the fever thermometer has been ising. 
Racial friction has increased; in the large urban cen- 
ters, the ugly mood of reaction flares; white against 
Negro, Gentile against Jew. And the virus has left 
its ravages and lowered our resistance. 

We tend to talk glibly of the fascist threat at 
home, but rarely attempt to locate the areas. We 
say, in matter-of-fact-acceptance, that fascism breeds 
among the middle class, without understanding that 
the entire American mind is middle-class, as distinct 
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from the stratified class system of Europe. We admit 
that anti-Semitism has grown in the war, but we do 
not realize how far and where it has gone. 

A Fortune poll of a few months back, gauging 
“the frustration existing today in the nation,” pro- 
vides some startling leads. When asked: “Are there 
any groups of people you think are trying to get 
ahead at the expense of people like you,” 32.8% of 
the population answered, Yes, while an additional 
32.8% Didn’t Know.” 

Without any suggestion on the part of the inter- 
viewers, 21.5% of all those questioned, 19.4% of 
the salaried executives, and 33.8% of the factory 
workers named the Jews as one of the groups trying 
to get ahead at their expense. 

The Jews were at the top of the list of groups 
voluntarily identified; and as Fortune comments, 
there is clearly a “strong tendency among factory 
workers to regard Jews and the bosses as groups 
trying to get ahead at their expense, and the definite 
tendency among salaried executives to name both 
Jews and labor groups as hostile to them.” The Jew 
is caught in the crossfire, a convenient target for 


both. 


* * * 


Just as the Nazi movement caught the mind of the 
declassé and unattached youth by invoking the sym- 
bols of Wagner, Nietzsche, Spengler—so there are 
strains in the American tradition and temperament, 
inbred by the schools, Hollywood, the pulps and 
slicks, inbred by sectional and economic prejudices, 
by the corruption, poverty and decay of urban life 
which can unite the poor whites, the /wmpen labor, 
the poverty-ridden and discontented elements of the 
country. 

Here are some of the major patterns, as I isolate 
them: 

Cyncism 

The American mind is drenched with cynicism. 
In the cities it takes the form of scoffing at all 
reforms and social movements; in the rural areas, 
less sophisticated, it takes the form of suspicions of 
outsiders. One of the commonest American phrases 
is, “It’s a Racket,” and this sums up the ingrained 
decay of our living. Everyone’s motives are suspect, 
somebody is always in it for “something.” You have 
to “know somebody to get by.” These are the stereo- 
types of the day. The feeling, deepened and widened 
by Prohibition, has been cleverly taken up by anti- 
Administration propagandists to channel resentment 
against “bureaucracy” as exemplified by OPA and 
other Washington agencies. 

Paradoxically, this cynicism leads to two tangents, 
and fascism feeds on both of them. On the one hand, 
the romantic youngster, sickened by this miasmic 
atmosphere, seeks a strong man to stand by and a 
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“decent and clean” way out (as the Nazi university 
youth believed that Hitler would scourge the “sick 
materialism” of the times). On the other hand, these 
cynical sentiments create a core of “/umpen” ele- 
ments, from which the fascist movement breeds its 
storm trooper gangs. 

Vigilantism and Violence 

The vigilante tradition is one of the oldest “folk” 
traditions in the land, but it has been transformed 
into an instrument to justify and glorify lynch mobs. 
The vigilante idea seems “just right” to the Ameri- 
can mind. If some “s-o-b” has violated the mores 
of a community, it is only right that a group (read 
mob) of right-minded (read hate-ridden) citizens 
should band together to see that justice is not mis- 
carried (read prejudices are satisfied ). 

The vigilante tradition arose out of the frontier 
West and the Yukon, and has the romantic nostalgia 
of open spaces and boyhood excitement. Vigilantes 
appear in every other Hollywood “Western” and 
are the core of the flourishing pulp market. Modern 
“vigilante” actions have occurred which have been 
a perversion of the frontier tradition. As recently as 
1935, a vigilante mob in San Jose, California, 
lynched a white man, and Governor Rolph applauded 
the act. A vigilante mob composed of returned sol- 
diers kicked in a Wobbly Hall in Centralia, Wash- 
ington, in 1919 and cruelly tortured and lynched 
Wesley Everett. The feeling of group egotism and 
lessening of individual culpability easily transforms 
a law-abiding vigilante band into an unreasoning 
and lustful mob. 

Christian Front hooliganism will find an attractive 
cloak and a romantic aura when its street riotings 
are flaunted as vigilante actions. 

Populism 

Again, here is an illustration of the grotesque 
transformation of an originally progressive idea, 
under the impact of modern capitalism. For the use 
of populist grievances, just grievances, may well be 
the technique of potential Fuehrers in achieving a 
mass following. 

Populism was a movement that arose after the 
Civil War among the poor farmers of the South 
and West. It arose as a protest movement against 
the railroads and the “money changers” of the Eas: 
who held the mortgages and manipulated the gold 
currency. In its day, the Populist movement pro- 
duced a Sockless Jerry Simpson, Coxey’s army, Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan, and even contributed to the 
growth of the I. W. W. and the popularity of a 
Eugene Victor Debs. But the present-day crop is a 
bunch of reactionary peddlers: consider Tom Wat- 
son, Huey Long, Gerald Nye, William Lemke, Wil- 
liam Langer, Francis Townsend, and even Theodore 
Bilbo and Father Coughlin. 

Lemke and Nye are fair exampies. Both came 
out of the famed North Dakota Non-Partisan League, 
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founded by A. C. Townley, one of the most militant 
and progressive third-party groups in U. S. history. 
The Non-Partisan League based itself on the need 
for agrarian and money reform, but over thirty 
years’ time elements in it slowly turned reac- 
tionary. Failing to understand the mainsprings of 
capitalism, its propaganda is concentrated on “the 
money changers” and the “international bankers.” 
Suspicion is bred and rebred of Wall St., the East 
and the Big Cities. And so we find Lemke running 
for President on a Coughlin ticket, while Nye runs 
with the isolationist and reactionary pack. Father 
Coughlin has drawn heavily from the Midwest popu- 
list audience that has always been a sucker for money 
fads, and the Chicago fascist movements have drawn 
heavily on the “money reform” crowds that grew 
up in the progressive tradition. Coughlin, it should 
be noted, started out as a money reformer (remem- 
ber the nickname Silver Charlie) and in 1935 he 
even attracted the support of the Communist Dean 
of Canterbury, who himself started out as a money 
crank in the Social Credit movement. 

Huey Long’s main following in Louisiana came 
from the backwoods and poor-white farm elements 
and was based on a shrewd share-the-wealth appeal 
couched in populist terms. 

Perhaps the most startling metamorphosis and a 
bridge between the old populists and the “new” was 
Tom Watson of Georgia. Watson started out before 
the turn of the century as a vigorous champion of 
the farmer and populist movement. In 1896 he ran 
for Vice-President on the Populist ticket and received 
more than a million votes. In 1902 he ran for Presi- 
dent and in later years his support was eagerly 
sought after by Bryan and other candidates. Watson 
was a pioneer muckraker and his “Watson’s Jeffer- 
sonian Weekly” conducted many important exposes. 
But as a growing Socialist movement began absorb- 
ing a large part of his following, Watson narrowed 
his thinking and began concentrating his attacks on 
“the bankers.” In several debates Daniel de Leon 
characterized Watson as a “feudal Junker” in his 
views on modern industrialism. As the political 
wheel kept turning, Watson began attacking, in 
addition to the bankers and international financiers, 
the Jews and Jewish immigration. By 1912 he was 
leading a drive against Jewish immigration, and the 
Franks case in 1913 gave Watson an opportunity 
to make his anti-Semitism a national crusade. 

Watson was strong in Georgia politics, and in 
1920 was elected to the United States Senate, 
although all the Georgia papers, with the exception 
of Hearst’s, denounced him. (Hearst himself is an 
interesting example of how populist symbols were 
turned to reactionary purposes. At one time, Hearst, 
fighting the populist battle, favored public owner- 
ship of utilities, and was the target of important 
capitalist groups, and Jack London in his novel, The 
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Iron Heel, portrays Hearst as a battler for people’s 
rights). Watson’s influence was pervasive through- 
out the South and out of the milieu created by him 
have come such figures as Alabama’s Tom Heflin, 
Mississippi's Theodore Bilbo, Georgia’s Eugene Tal- 
madge and other “Know-Nothing” leaders. 

The populist tradition, outwardly progressive, has 
shrunk and become twisted into a reactionary form, 
its garb ready for America’s Fuehrer (Midwest 
product, no doubt) to don. 

Xenophobia—T he Anti-Alien Bug 

Xenophobia, literally “fear of the stranger,” is 
one of the oldest phenomena of human society, an 
atavistic hangover from primitive fears. Yet, in all 
societies, “the stranger” (identified in medieval myth 
with the demon) has been feared. And it is per- 
haps one of the psychological underpinnings of anti- 
Semitism that while particular wanderers are feared, 
yet they can always be tagged (the Pole from Poland, 
the Norse from Norway)—but the Jew is the 
eternal stranger. 

The xenophobic strain is one of the deepest and 
strongest currents of American life. As each suc- 
cessive wave of people came over, they grouped 
together and viewed the next wave with hostility 


. and fear. Xenophobia exists in the cold clannishness 


of New England life, in the aristocratic leisure of 
the crinoline South? in the deliberate snobbery of the 
parvenu worlds. Nothing arouses the hostilities of 
the American more readily than the cry of “for- 
eigner” and “alien.” (In the vernacular, kike, Dago, 
Hunky, Polack.) In early American times, the scape- 
goat was the Catholic, a hangover from the Reforma- 
tion and the suspicion of post-Napoleonic schemes 
of the Church. In modern times suspicion is aimed 
at the Jew. 

The xenophobic hatred of the Catholic and par- 
ticularly the Irish began in the early 1820s and was 
dissolved only in the Civil War. The early hostili- 
ties were accompanied by riots, lynchings and the 
burnings of convents, several such episodes being 
reported in the Boston of 1820. In 1832, the anti- 
Catholic movement was spurred on by the publica- 
tion of a book entitled Foreign Conspiracy Against 
the Liberties of the United States (an earlier version 
of the Elders of the Protocols of Zion) which was 
written by Samuel F. B. Morse, one of America’s 
leading portrait painters and the inventor of the 
telegraph. Fearing the spread of papal influence in 
Metternich’s Europe, Morse formed an Anti-Popery 
Union to fight the Church. Out of its agitation grew 
a political party, The Native Americans, with two 
main planks: (1) exclusion of foreigners, (2) ex- 
tension of the naturalization period to twenty years. 

This anti-alien, anti-Catholic sentiment was strong 
enough to elect one James Harper as Mayor of New 
York City in 1843. And following the election of 
Franklin Pierce in 1852 and his appointment of a 
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Catholic as Attorney-General, the hate movement 
spread like wildfire throughout the country. A num- 
ber of anti-Catholic groups came together and 
formed The Grand Council of the United States of 
America. When pressed for information, its mem- 
bers would reply invariably, “I know nothing,” 
which led to its nickname—the Know-Nothing 
movement. 

The Know-Nothings accepted for membership 
only native-born White Protestants and swore to 
place in office only such persons. Operating officially 
as the “American” Party, the movement was able 
to elect Governors in nine states, to control various 
state legislatures, and to elect a number of Congress- 
men and Senators. In the 1856 elections the party 
supported Millard Fillmore, and helped elect him 
to the Presidency by polling 874,500 votes on its 
line. This reactionary movement was never defeated 
by the American people; the anti-Catholic agitation 
was pushed into the background by the slavery issue. 
When the Civil War was over, the Catholics had 
achieved a large measure of political power through 
urban political machines so that the agitation never 
had a chance to resume in the North. 

Alien-bating exists today openly in the activities 
of Senator Reynolds and it lies submerged only 
shallowly in the minds of large numbers of Ameri- 
cans. In latter years the word “refugee” has been 
substituted for “alien” and prejudices are exhibited 
more generally. In the writings of a leading know- 
nothing spokesman, Westbrook Pegler, the phrase 
“European methods” is constantly employed, and the 
mob knows the words for what they mean. An 
American prosperity wave can carry the “refugees” 
(still further identified in many minds as foreign 
Jews) along on its crest; a serious depression would 
bring a groundswell of reaction and demands for 
deportation. 

Americans as Joiners 

Surely here is a popular and seemingly harmless 
pastime. Americans are Rotarians, Elks, Shriners, 
Pythians—but these trappings and hocus-pocus are 
meat for a fascist movement. For within the 
ambivalence of the American temperament, the 
cynic is often the biggest sucker. The Ku Klux Klan 
(the second one, organized in 1915), was started 
on crass, money-making grounds, with the Jews, 
Catholics, Foreigners and Negroes as its devils, and 
in its heydey, it raked in $45,000 a day and num- 
bered more than 1,200,000 members. The move- 
ment was strong enough to block the nomination of 
Al Smith for President in 1924, and was almost 
strong enough to capture control of the Democratic 
party that year, losing on a test vote of 546 to 542. 

One of the strongest attractions of the Klan was 
its great air of secrecy and the inflated self-impor- 
tance it gave to frustrated souls by knighting them 
Grand Cyclops of the Den, or Grand Magi, or Grand 
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Titan of the Dominions. The Know-Nothings, too, 
attracted a large part of their following by utilizing 
secret grips and passwords; and in the depression 
years the Black Legion of Detroit was able to enlist 
the Michigan cop or the Detroit auto worker by 
endowing his humdrum life with a sense of mystery 
and accomplishment. A fascist movement feeds on 
this, and few men are immune whether they be 
New York stock clerks, Chicago businessmen, De- 
troit industrial workers or Kentucky hill-billies. 

It is important to note that the American factory 
worker is less immune to the fascist virus than the 
European worker. Over there, held together by class 
solidarity, the European worker was able to offer 
some rudimentary opposition to fascism. Here, 
organized basically on “primitive” self-interest, the 
machine-dulled worker can be led more easily into 


lumpen channels. 
a 


Two organizational factors round out this analy- 
sis: one, the role of the Big City political machines; 
second, the symbol of Americanism. 

The amoral big city political machine, organized 
primarily around the idea of Joot, is a convenient 
vehicle for any well-financed fascist movement. The 
political machines have at their command a corps of 
cynical ward-heelers, skeptical on principles, con- 
cerned only with power. Allied with them is an 
organized underworld, men who know the ropes 
and who operate in the interstices of political and 
economic life. They will supply the thugs and run- 
ners for the machine. 

“Americanism” will be the organizing symbol 
around which the movement would be built. From 
the very first, national egoism has been the basis for 
the rise of reactionary movements. The earliest 
xenophobic groups called themselves Native Ameri- 
cans. Waving the flag has always been the easiest 
way of heading off opposition. Even the Commu- 
nists have been deluded into making a race for the 
capture of this symbol, raising the feeble banner of 
“Communism is Twentieth Century Americanism” 
and interspersing quotations from Washington, 
Paine, and Jefferson amidst Browder and Stalin. 
But the Communists cannot combine with “Ameri- 
canism” xenophobia and the vigilante tradition, so 
they run a poor second to the fascist groups. 

All these currents merge into a groundswell of an 
American fascism. And as the mumbo-jumbo sound 
of Free Enterprise carries us into the jungle of the 
next depression, there will emerge what may be the 
catalyst of American fascism: the returned soldier. 

The veteran never really played an important 
role in these past interbellum years, for the army 
did not overshadow the civilian economy during 
World War I. Not more than two million men were 
mustered into service in 1917-1918, and only a tiny 
percentage of this number saw action. The ferment 
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that these men created will be only a tiny bubble 
compared with what may be coming after this war. 
Nearly 11 million men have been jerked out of 
civilian life, and several million will have faced 
enemy bombs and fire. Millions of men will have 
been under arms for years. They will come home 
bitter and resentful, and we see how these moods 
already are being worked up into anti-labor senti- 
ment. They have been promised blueberry pie in 
the Satevepost ads, and they are determined to get it. 

A whole society has been turned topsy-turvy by 
the war. Bunches of “somebodies” have become 
“nobodies” and a host of nobodies have found them- 
selves for the first time with the sweet-tasting author- 
ity of office. These men are not going to accept an 
apple-peddling stage, and they intend to throw their 
weight around. As Frederic Wakeman, the author 
of Shore Leave, said in a recent interview: 

If the returning soldier becomes a nobody, he’s going 
to be a sucker for all kinds of intolerances. You feel 
the undercurrents now. People in New York don’t like 
refugees, people in Chicago don’t like Jews. Give the 
rabble rousers a chance to play on these latent feelings, 
together with eight to 10 million voters made to feel 
like nobodies and you can have a helluva thing .. . 
the fighting kind of a guy is a special kind of guy. He 
thinks he’s special to the point where he wants special 
favors. 

The antagonisms are present and the prejudices 
cut deep. Robert S. Lynd in his penetrating study 
Middletown in Transition, a cross-cut of American 
life, catalogued the stereotypes of its citizens. “Mid- 
dletown” felt, for example, that: : 

“American ways are better than foreign ways. 

“Most foreigners are inferior. 

“Individual Jews may be all right, but that as a race 

one doesn’t care to mix with them. 

“Only foreigners and long-haired troublemakers are 

radicals.” 

And having assayed America’s mind, here was 


Lynd’s somber conclusion: : 

“It is not inconceivable that such a society of indi- 
viduals who feel themselves floundering might go over 
like a row of cards and vent its pent-up anxiety in a 
mighty whoop of affirmation, if the right individual 
came along and gave it the right assurances in symbolic 
patriotic phrases. The working class, unorganized and 
devoid of symbols of its own, in 1924 served as a key- 
board on which the Klan played fortissimo on the keys 
of patriotism and religion. In 1932 an ex-Klan leader 
started an abortive brown-shirt movement with meet- 
ings replete with fascist salute and other trimmings. If, 
when and as the right strong man emerges—if he can 
emerge in a country as geographically diffuse as the 
United States—one wonders if Middletown’s responses 
from both business class and working class will not be 
positive and favorable. For unless there is a sharp rise 
in working-class solidarity in the interim, this Middle- 
town working class nurtured on business—class sym- 
bols and despite its rebellious Roosevelt vote in 1936, 
may be expected to follow patiently and even optimis- 
tically any bright flag a middle-class strong man waves.” 
There are innumerable strains in our tradition, 


there are the numerous social types to do the job— 
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both ripe for a fascist movement here. The essential 
of such a mass movement is a people united against 
something they misunderstand or ‘about which they 
are ignorant. Provide the Jew and the setting is laid. 

Combine this with our temperamental distrust of 
reason, intellect and ideas (the fast-paced, tough- 
minded attitudes exemplified by Dashiell Hammett 
in prose and Humphrey Bogart on the screen have 
become a national pattern), the scorn for “the Pro- 
fessors and the long-hairs” and the glorification of 
violence and raucous action, and the setting is 
complete. 

In the background lurks a coterie of hard-headed 
business men and patriotic groups who know what 
they want. Remember the Associated Farmers, the 
Liberty League, the Pews, the Rands and the Wiers, 
and the money-bags are ready. 

Given the whirlwind of depression, the incoher- 
ence and fumbling of the national will, the deep 
frustrations within the national temper, the thou- 
sands and millions of men accustomed to violence 
and brutality, and the hordes are ready. 

Such violence, unleashed across the map of 
America, would rival the pogroms that have ravaged 
Europe. 


* * * 


I return now to my thesis that we are not immune 
to the disease of fascist violence to underscore a 
point. Modern anti-Semitism is a product of the 
insecurities and fears generated by capitalism. Com- 
bined with this is the fact that particular groups 
utilize the Jew as a scapegoat to achieve political 
ends. 


It was Hitler’s boast that he may be defeated, but 
that the seeds of anti-Semitism would be planted in 
every country on earth. And the particularly fertile 
soil is the malaise of our time. (Millions of people 
were—are—in daily terror of their lives, but our 
democratic statesmen refused to unlock any havens 
for them.) 


In our society there is what Erich Fromm has 
called the urge to “escape from freedom.” The daily 
task of forming attitudes, making decisions, finding 
a meaning to existence, becomes too exacting and 
onerous a task. There arises a conscious desire to 
escape responsibility and merge one’s identity with 
a movement or a strong man. Alienation is a key 
concept to understand modern society, a concept 
utilized so well by Marx in showing how factory 
civilization divorces man from the sources and satis- 
faction of craftsmanship. In this huge, complex 
world, motivations are unclear and ambitions petty, 
the sharpest perceptions have become dulled, the 
greatest words lost their dignity and meaning. 

Ours is a predatory society and the Jew is in a 
particularly helpless position. For while the anti- 
Semite may prate publicly of the influence of the 
Jews, subconsciously he understands very well that 
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the Jew, being a stranger, being without roots, not 
belonging, is really a powerless person. In an ethical 
society, such a realization would lead to sympathy, in 
ours, it leads to a mean sense of triumph and cruelty. 
The puny little man is enabled to inflate his egotism 
and become a powerful man. He becomes a man 
with a whip, while on the pine-board table writhes 
the prostrate victim. 
A Postscript 

The picture I have painted is black—deliberately 
so. Our faces have too long been turned to the sun 
and we have failed to notice the oncreeping shadows. 
What I have written I believe to be a three-quarter 
truth. (Arthur Koestler remarked of the war that 
we are fighting a total lie in the name of a half 
truth.) There are strong, decent elements in Ameri- 
can life. There is a deep strain of individualism and 
grass-roots democratic feeling. But I feel that over 
the long-haul, these may be submerged. Sinclair 
Lewis created a Doremus Jessup, but he was only a 
tiny minority. 

Basically what is wrong, I believe, is “the laziness 
of heart” which Ernst Toller describes in his an- 
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guished reflections on the failure of German democ- 
racy. 

Have I not myself read of famines in China, of 
Armenian massacres, of the torturing of prisoners in 
the Balkans, and then thrown the paper aside and pro- 
ceeded to my usual daily tasks without giving another 
thought to what I had read? Ten thousand human 
beings starved to death, a thousand human beings shot— 
what do these figures mean to me? I read them and 
in an hour forget them. Lack of imagination. How 
often have I refused to help those in need? Laziness 
of heart... 

The most important tasks of the schools of tomorrow 
is to develop the child’s imagination to combat this 
laziness of heart. © 
And what of today? Perhaps one answer can be 

found in the experiments related to me by Professor 
Frederick Pollock. In certain psychological labora- 
tories they tinkered with the habit patterns of cats 
and mice. Cats, normally ferocious, would chase and 
worry the mice when they saw them. The mice, 
timorous and fearful, would run madly when the cat 
was sighted. But one group of mice were carefully 
trained to hold their ground when the cat hove into 
view. The result was that when the mice stood fast, 
the cat lost its poise, got scared, turned tail and ran. 


In the Light of History 


by Ben 


- paeconge WHEN these words are printed the inva- 
sion of Europe from the north and west will 
have begun. The attack from the south has already 
started. We are at the very climax of this bloody 
drama but we are still a far journey from its close. 

At this moment, Jews are still being slaughtered 
in Europe. The killings in Poland and other long 
occupied zones may be coming to an end, temporary 
or final, whether for want of available Jews who 
have not escaped into hiding, or because the avail- 
able ones are being held for other purposes; but the 
Nazi seizure of Hungary has laid open an ample, new 
mass of victims for murder, pillage, and rapine. Yet 
at this very moment, Jews have been given somber 
hints—by governments of the United Nations—that 
the end of the war will not mean the end of their 
vicissitudes. 

The first rumors suggesting an unhappy post-war 
fate for many Jews came from London. A New York 
Times dispatch related the terms in which London 
circles are thinking about how to dispose of the Jew- 
ish refugees from Europe who had been granted asy- 
lum in the British Isles. The generally accepted idea 
is that they should be repatriated to their former 
homes, including Germany: a prospect which caused 
a wave of consternation among German refugees in 
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London and disquiet among refugees in New York. 
It may have been partly in connection with these 
rumors that President Eduard Benes of Czechoslo- 
vakia made a guarded statement to the press concern- 
ing the problem of repatriating Jews after the war. 
Czechoslovakia’s interest in this problem is twofold: 
its own Jewish citizens have been largely deported 
eastward or scattered overseas during the war; and, 
in the fortress-city of Terezin, Czechoslovak soil has 
been made a concentration center for deported Jews 
from Western Europe. With regard to either of these 
problems, it is clear, as President Benes stated, that 
Czechoslovakia would find it difficult to solve them 
by itself; that the problem requires united inter- 
national action. But, Jews through long experience 
have become sufficiently alive to the significance of 
political pronouncements to understand that Presi- 
dent Benes did not point out these facts for merely 
academic purposes. They understand, some with sink- 
ing hearts, that even in Czechoslovakia, with its well- 
deserved reputation for liberalism and fair-dealing, 
the repatriation of the Jews after the war would not 
be an altogether simple affair, that though London 
might send them away, Prague and particularly 
Bratislava, the capital of the far from philo-Semitic 
Slovaks, might not be too eager to re-admit them. 
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The most brutal blows to Jewish morale and their 
hopes for a better life in post-war Europe have come, 
recently and throughout the war, from Poland: from 
its government-in-exile, its army, and it is now dis- 
closed, even from its underground movement. Dur- 
ing the past month, the Yiddish press printed an ex- 
cerpt from a document ascribed to the delegate in 
Warsaw of the Polish Government-in-Exile. Its char- 
acter may be judged from the following passage: 

“The mass murders of the Jews in Poland which 
were executed by the Germans diminish our Jewish 
problem, but they do not entirely eliminate it. It is 
very likely that a considerable number of Jews will 
still be rescued, and their re-immigration after the 
war may result in our having to reckon with a Jewish 
population of one or two million... . Throughout 
the country there is an objective situation . . . which 
makes the return of the Jews to their former employ- 
ment and shops utterly unthinkable, even in a sub- 
stantially smaller number. The non-Jewish popula- 
tion has occupied the place of the Jews in the towns 
and cities and over a large part of Poland. This is a 
change of radical and definitive character. The 
(Polish) population would regard the mass return of 
the Jews not in the light of restoration of a pre-war 
status, but as an invasion against which they will de- 
fend themselves even by force.” 

Warning his government against the political 
danger to Poland if after the war the major allies 
found it guilty of militant anti-Semitism (and pre- 
dicting that such anti-Semitism was inevitable if any 
attempt were made to restore the surviving Jews to 
their status quo ante), the Warsaw delegate pro- 
posed a way out of the dilemma: The Polish Govern- 
ment, out of friendship to the Jews, should try to 
establish a Jewish National Home, not in Palestine, 
and not in Poland, but in some part of Eastern 
Europe outside the Polish boundaries. 

The Polish government has denied the authen- 
ticity of the above document; but its dementi is far 
from convincing. The Polish Telegraphic Agency 
(PAT) carried a cable from London branding the 
document as a six month old forgery. But only the 
day before, the Polish Information Office had issued 
an altogether different disclaimer: denying that the 
document reflected the official Polish view as to the 
future of the surviving Polish Jews, it said that it was 
an expression of the views of a faction among the 
underground. If, as Polish official circles in London 
claim, the document was found to be a forgery six 
months ago, how is it that Polish official circles in 
New York were not aware of this “fact” only last 
month? 

The document is undoubtedly authentic and its 
picture of the attitude of occupied Poland may be re- 
lied upon: the Poles who profited by the e1umination 
of the Jews from economic life will not willingly 
give up their unjust gains. Strong factors among the 
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Polish population, who before the war considered 
one third of the Polish Jews to be superfluous, will 
wish after the war to see the survivors resettled out- 
side of Poland. Yet the Poles are certainly sincere in 
their condemnation of the Nazi extermination 
methods, just as much as are the Czechs and the 
British. They have issued as strong warnings of ret- 
ribution for these crimes: they are quite as active in 
compiling lists of war-criminals whom they will try 
after the war—and in those lists the murderers of 
Jews in Poland figure prominently; they too, have 
sometimes risked their lives to rescue Jews from 
death by hiding them from the Nazis. 


* * * 


We Jews are accustomed to think of our current 
concerns against an apperceptive mass of centuries of 
recorded history which provides memories only too 
relevant to our present plight. It is impossible to read 
the reports of the slaughter of Jews in Europe today 
without feeling the need to go back to the records of 
the massacre in the time of the Crusades, in order to 
seek light and guidance in the chronicles of those 
times. And the memory of what followed upon those 
medieval massacres must inevitably be in our minds 
whenever we try to imagine the future of Jews in 
Europe after the holocaust will have ceased. 


The available sources of Jewish history during the 
Middle Ages lead to a morbidly interesting conclu- 
sion: after the Jews had been slaughtered mercilessly 
during the Crusades, the Gentile world began to 
develop that venomous, mythological, fantastic, 
“demonological” Jew-hatred which has lately been 
the subject of much reexamination.* Before the 
Crusades, Gentile hostility to the Jews in Europe was 
of a relatively mild character, springing chiefly from 
religious sources, and confined within definite limits 
which were set down both in common law and Papal 
epistles. The attitude of the laity, in so far as it was 
not influenced by religious motives, showed none of 
that fantastic prejudice and hostility which is so char- 
acteristic of a later period. Black magic, treason, 
murder as a natural bent of the Jews, well-poisoning, 
ritual murder, theft, usury, perjury, inveterate malice 
—these accusations, which stud the pages of every 
source book of Jewish history after the Crusades, are 
absent in the sources dating from before that fatal 
divide in the chart of European Jewish history. 

Why the change? It happens that we have a de- 
scription of the very beginning of that change, in at 
least one instance, through contemporary chronicles 
of the Jews of Mayence. During the first Crusade in 
1096, a band of Crusaders came to the city and in- 
sisted on forcing baptism upon the Jews. They were 
supported, according to the story, by a duck, which 
miraculously acquired the power of speech, and tried, 
without success, to convince the Jews of their errors. 


* See Maurice Samuel, The Great Hatred; Joshua Trachtenberg, 
The Devil and the Jew. 
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What happened then is described as follows by a 
Jewish chronicler: 

“The vagabonds, townspeople, and countrymen 
.. . all came with swords to destroy us; and some of 
the citizens of worth came and opposed them and 
would not let them harm us. Then the vagabonds 

. stood united in mind against the citizens and they 
smote them .. . until they killed one of the vaga- 
bonds, and they said, ‘All this the Jews have done’.” 

It is a familiar process for persons who have sinned 
to “project” their guilt upon those whom they had 
harmed, and thus to try to clear their own conscience. 
Murderers, singly or en masse, are only too ready to 
believe that their victims had designed to slay them, 
and thus to plead the excuse of self-defense. It is 
not surprising therefore that during the second 


Crusade the Jews of Wurzburg were killed not merely’ 


because of an excessive religious zeal but also 
because they were accused of being murderers. There- 
after the sources contain a steady flow of such ac- 
cusations. In the first quarter of the thirteenth cen- 
tury Jews began to be accused of ritual murder; also 
of arson, treason, and black magic. When the Black 
Death struck Europe, the habit of blaming the Jews 
had become general: the Jews were immediately 
accused of well-poisoning and driven out. 
* * * 


If a psychological inbreeding of guilt feelings and 
hatred such as happened in Europe after the Crusades 
were the inevitable sequel of social conflicts, then, 
indeed, there would be no hope for mankind. Each 
war would plant the seeds of an even more devastat- 
ing one to succeed it, until the whole of civilization 
crashed in the ultimate collapse. Despite the ravages 
which war-bred hostilities have wrought in the history 
of nations, the fact that civilization has survived, and 
in certain respects even advanced, means that there 
are other psychological processes at work. Guilt is 
not always “projected” upon the victim and shifted 
from the shoulders of the true offender. Sometimes 
it is recognized, and universally condemned, and the 
perpetrator is brought to atonement and to. reconcila- 
tion with those whom he had wronged. For this to 
happen it is necessary above all that the bystanders 
permit themselves to have no complicity in the crime, 
to claim no benefit from its consequences. Men, 
singly or en masse, are prone to believe in their own 
innocence against all appearances; they can only be 
brought to see the light if they are condemned firmly 
and unanimously, and by a public whose own purity 
of motives is unquestionable. 

The guilt of the Crusade massacres was projected 
upon the Jews instead of being atoned by Christians 
because the bystanders who did not participate in the 
crimes failed to condemn them firmly, unambigu- 
ously, unanimously, and with clean hands. That the 
massacres during the First Crusade aroused horror 
among Christians is evident in a myth which pictured 
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the fate of one of the bands led by Count Emicho. 
According to the chronicle of Eckhard the souls of 
those misled Crusaders were condemned to wander 
restlessly over the earth until human prayers should 
release them from their atonement. In 1103, shortly 
after the First Crusade, Emperor Henry IV for the 
first time included a clause protecting the Jews in his 
four-year Landfriede compact with the nobles of the 
Empire. 

But there were certain flaws in the moral position 
of those who condemned the murderers. The Church 
itself adopted a far from unambiguous view. While 
Opposing massacres and coerced baptism of the infidel 
Jews, it shared in the “benefits” of those acts when 
it refused to allow Jews baptized by force to return 
to their own religion. While this was in line with 
Church doctrine that “Christians,” once baptized, 
could not be permitted to backslide into heresy, it 
made it hard for the Church to convince the world 
that baptizing Jews at sword’s point, or killing them 
if they refused, was an altogether damnable practice. 

The Emperor, on the other hand, was quite ready 
to let Jews resume their old religion; but he, to- 
gether with the lords, lord bishops, townsmen, and 
the peasants all took part in a scramble to take over 
Jewish goods in the hour of their distress. Exaction 
of huge payments to protect the Jews, plundering 
them during their flight, quarrels over their goods 
after their death or departure—all these were little 
suited to impress it upon Christendom that the mas- 
sacres were unqualifiedly to be condemned. 


Contemporary expressions on the Jewish question 
are, for a Jew, balefully reminiscent of those former 
days. It is not enough to condemn the Germans, 
if the Poles or the Slovaks do not wish to restore 
their own unjust gains from the Nazi holocaust; if the 
British are determined not to “suffer” Jewish refugees 
to “burden” their country with their presence. 


We Jews know how great is the atonement that 
is required in order to make the reestablishment of 
Jewish communities in Europe possible. We know 
that it will call for retribution against the guilty on 
a scale that will require moral fixity of purpose 
perhaps greater than we can reasonably hope for 
even among the United Nations. That it will require 
not only Germans and Rumanians but Poles and 
Frenchmen to return property, to give up new clients, 
to make other “‘sacrifices” possibly too severe to ex- 
pect. We know also that just as the failure to wipe 
out the source and the effects of the guilt against us 
cleanly and completely may cause it to fester and 
grow into a greater Jew-hatred, so the process of retri- 
bution and atonement itself is full of difficulty and 
a potential source of Jew-hatred. 

Is there any wonder that there should be a strong 
feeling widely shared among Jews that the wisest 
course would be to make no attempt to rebuild our 
communities in some parts of Europe? 
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Why | am for a Jewish Commonwealth 


by Max Zaritzky 


President, United Hatters, Capmakers and Millinery Union 
Chairman, Trade Union Committee for Palestine 


I APPROACH the Palestine problem as an American 
and a trade unionist. 

As an American I strongly believe that everyone is 
entitled to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
As a trade unionist I uphold the right of every per- 
son to equality of opportunity, social emancipation, 
and economic freedom. 

These are the requisite conditions for a free and 
happy life; and naturally the Jews cannot be ex- 
cluded from them. In Palestine, the Jews have won 
these freedoms for themselves, by their own devoted 
efforts, and their achievements and self-sacrifice com- 
mand my admiration. 

As an American trade unionist, I feel especially at- 
tracted by organized Jewish labor in Palestine and its 
Labor Federation, which evokes universal respect and 
admiration. In Palestine Jewish labor has made free- 
dom and work its religion and is creating a coopera- 
tive economy and a social structure capable of serving 
as an example to the whole world. 

I am not alone in my admiration for the achieve- 
ments of the Jews in Palestine. It is not the number 
of active participants in the movement for a Jewish 
Palestine that interests me: there are very few active 
people in any movement. But the test of any success- 
ful movement is its following, and certainly the ideal 
of a Jewish Palestine has a large following not only 
among Jews in America but also among Americans 
in general and in American labor circles in particular. 

It is said that among the five million American 
Jews there are only some three or four hundred 
thousand enrolled Zionists. How many Demo- 
crats in America are active workers in the Demo- 
cratic party? How many Republicans in America are 
members of the Republican party? But when the 
American Jewish Conference, which represented 
nearly all organized Jews in America, met late last 
summer, it declared itself, by an overwhelming 
majority for open doors in Palestine, against the 
White Paper, and in favor of a Jewish Common- 
wealth. 

I cannot state that all American trade unionists are 
in favor of a Jewish Palestine, but the leadership and 
the conventions of the A. F. of L. as well as of the 

'C.I.O. enthusiastically supported the Jewish demand 
for Palestine, condemned the White Paper, supported 
open doors and a free Jewish Palestine. 

The Congress of the United States, too, recently 
was called upon to express its attitude on Jewish de- 
mands, and no one entertains any doubt that the 
great majority of the Senate and the House of 


Representatives is against the White Paper and for a 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

I cannot bypass the question of whether sympathy 
for a Jewish Palestine is compatible with American 
patriotism. No one suspected the Irish in America, 
who twenty years ago championed a free Ireland, of 
being remiss in their American patriotism. No one 
questions the Americanism of Al Smith and Jim 
Farley. No one questions the Americanism of the 
trade union movement in this country because it 
sympathizes with a free India. 

My own union during the twenties adopted a 
resolution for a free Ireland and spent money on the 
cause, No One impugning our patriotism. 

Jews cannot be an exception. Jewish dignity, Jew- 
ish freedom and Jewish happiness are no less impor- 
tant than the dignity, the freedom, and the happiness 
of other peoples. 

Nor am I impressed by the argument that if a Jew- 
ish state is established in Palestine, Jews in our own 
country might sometimes be told to go and settle 
there. No-one has ever told Italians or French- 
men in America to go back to Italy or to France. 

The main question is whether Palestine is abso- 
lutely necessary to the Jewish people. I believe that 
Palestine is a must for the Jews, at the present time 
more than ever. 

Soon the war will end. Hundreds of thousands of 
Jews now languishing in concentration camps or hid- 
ing in the woods and fields of ruined Europe—what 
is to become of them on the day the war is over? 
Shall they go back to their old homes? Return to 
their old occupations? Millions upon millions of 
people robbed by the enemy of all they possessed in 
the past few years will seek homes, demand employ- 
ment, and strive desperately to earn their bread. 
For whom will the first homes be built? For the 
“native” Pole or the homeless Jew? For whom will 
the first occupations be provided—for the peasant 
long bound to the soil or for the displaced Jew? 
For whom will, employment be found in public 
works or in government service—for the returned 
Pole or the returned Jew? The Jew will have to go 
in search of his bread to the city where the competi- 
tion will be appalling. Anti-Semitism, as one can see 
from conditions in the Polish army, has not yet dis- 
appeared, even among those who share the Jew’s 
lot of exile. In the old country, amid a severe 
struggle for existence, anti-Semitism will become 
more pronounced and the Jew may find conditions 
much worse than after the First World War. And it 
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is well known that the Jews suffered a great deal in 
Eastern Europe between the two wars on account of 
€conomic competition and political and economic 
discrimination. 

The poor and downtrodden Jews of Europe must 
be given an opportunity to reestablish themselves in 
a favorable atmosphere where they will be able to re- 
gain their human dignity. Palestine, with open 
doors, offers them that opportunity. .The six hundred 
thousand Jews of Palestine who have built up a pro- 
gressive Jewish community, will receive the masses 
of European Jews with open arms. Jewish Palestine 
will offer a favorable atmosphere for the immigrants. 

One need not be an extreme idealist to wish to as- 
sist in such a solution of Jewish problems. Hard 
realism and simple, practical sense must dictate that 
solution. And as to the question whether Palestine 
can ever solve the whole Jewish question in Europe 
my answer is—who knows? But Palestine is defi- 
nitely the only solution at the present moment for 
many hundreds of thousands of suffering Jews in 
Europe. 

Until 1936 I did not think about the ultimate 
political status of Palestine. I was captivated by the 
sheer growth and prosperity of the new Jewish 
society. Since 1936, however, I have come to the 
conclusion that Jewish work in Palestine cannot go 
on without political guarantees, that it needs per- 
manency. The disturbances of 1936 convinced me 
that Jews in Palestine must demand a secure political 
status immediately. 

I do not believe the Arab masses are to blame for 
the unrest. The Arab masses in Palestine have only 
gained by Jewish achievements. Their number has 
doubled in the past twenty-five years and their eco- 
nomic situation has immeasurably improved. The 
disturbances in Palestine were led by a relatively 
small group of land-owners, officials, and young 
nationalist intellectuals and, if not directly inspired 
by the Palestine administration, were certainly caused 
by its conduct throughout all these years. The true 
intentions of the Colonial Office were finally revealed 
in 1939, with the issuance of the White Paper. That 
document does not originate with the Arab masses. 
They did not propose it. But it is the product of 
Neville Chamberlain and Malcolm Macdonald. A 
clear and well-defined, permanent political status is 
necessary if the Jews are to be secure in their lives 
and property in Palestine. Without such guarantees 
Jews are bound to feel insecure. That is why I am in 
favor of the demand for a Jewish Commonwealth. 
At least in one corner of the globe the ruined and 
persecuted Jews of Europe must find security for 
their lives and for their work. 

It is with the aim of supporting Jewish aspirations 
for an assured existence in Palestine that the Amer- 
ican Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine (of 
which I have the honor to be the chairman and of 
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which William Green and Philip Murray, the leaders 
of our two great American trade union federations, 
have agreed to act as honorary chairmen) was set up. 
The Committee is composed of the leaders of the 
most important Jewish trade union organizations in 
America. They decided upon this step not merely as 
idealists who wish to help a great and noble endeavor 
for human freedom but also as practical realists. 
We are not interested in the abstract theory and 
hair-splitting discussions as to whether the Jews con- 
stitute a nationality, a race, or a religious denomina- 
tion. What difference did that make to Hitler? He 
asked no questions, but persecuted them all and killed 
them all. When the mumerus clausus operated in 
Eastern Europe it was applied to all Jews without 


Letter From 


Dear Mr. Greenberg: 

I have read with great interest and appreciation 
your article in the April issue of THE JEWISH 
FRONTIER (“Notes on the Melting Pot’). 

I have a peculiar sensitivity, I think, to the feelings 
and thought of Jewish people, because I have spent 
so many years of my life, and the most impression- 
able, away from my own country. I have known 
what it was to grow up without a country, in a sense, 
although not in so profound a sense, as Jews have. 
Certainly I have known what it was to be persecuted 
because of my physical and racial difference from 
those among whom I lived, and at least once in my 
life I have narrowly missed death at the hands of 
total strangers merely because of being “foreign.” 

Therefore I think I have arrived, through experi- 
ence aided by imagination, at something like com- 
prehension of the situation in which thoughtful and 
devoted Jewish men and women now find them- 
selves, those persons who do not want to be “lost” 
through kindness, any more than through persecu- 
tion. Indeed, I have written a play upon this very 
subject. Its hero is a modern Jew who rejects China 
because he is more afraid of her kindness than he is 
of the persecution which he knows he must meet if 
he returns to the country which has rejected him. 
He realizes that in a sense this very suffering has 
been his country, for it has preserved him and his 
kind of people. 

It is not quite accurate to infer that the Jews are 
“lost” in the Chinese bloodstream. They have en- 
riched and improved that stream. More than a few 
times when I found an unusual Chinese, one with 
uncommon energy and creative ability, I have dis- 
covered Jewish blood in his heredity. But I am, 
quite frankly, one of those who believe that we 
human beings do improve one another. The children 
of Chinese and other individuals for example, have 
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distinction, whether they interpreted Jewishness as a 
racial, a religious, or a national phenomenon. 

We here in America, in the trade union move- 
ment, wish to help bring about an ultimate political 
status for Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth be- 
cause we thereby help millions of homeless people, 
millions of persecuted Jews who seek to build their 
lives by their own efforts regardless of sacrifices. 

Through the upbuilding of Palestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth the Jewish people will be given a 
place in the family of nations and will again have the 
opportunity as a free people to help make the world 
understand that it can only be free and secure when 
justice reigns in all relationships within and between 
nations. 


Pearl Buck 


been, in my experience, nearly always superior to 
both parents. The interesting and often beautiful 
children of the Hawaiian Islands afford some valu- 
able proofs of further intermingling. I am one of 
those who truly believe that “Around the Four Seas 
all men are brothers.” That many people are not 
ready to believe this does not alter its truth. 


It is of course natural that the Jewish people, like 
other peoples, long for a home of their own. But it 
is well to remember, as Hans Kohn points out in his 
new and very fine book, that nationalism is a rela- 
tively new idea to the minds of men and therefore a 
shallowy rooted one. One’s country is valuable as 
one’s house is dear—for its roof and shelter. But the 
rapidly changing mechanical contrivances of our 
times are making a fixed nationalism less and less 
possible or desirable. The world is becoming the 
home of mankind. It may be that sooner than any of 
us knows the old divisions between peoples, which 
have worked so cruelly upon the Jewish people, will 
pass, and literally all people can be at home any- 
where, not because they are “lost” in some other 
people but because all of us can be safe and at home 
anywhere in the world. Shelter, in the old home 
sense, will no longer be necessary, if one can be as 
safe in one country as in another. 


I see this not as a vision or a dream, but as the 
practical and inevitable result of physical changes 
now taking place in the ease and speed of communi- 
cations between countries and their peoples. When 
one can step out of one’s door into a comfortable 
train or car or airplane, one simply does not stay at 
home as one did. And when one does not stay at 
home, home ceases to be the essential environment. 
The dooryard spreads to cover the world. Fortunately 
the mind accompanies the body to some extent, at 
least, and is subject to like expansion. 

PEARL S. BUCK. 
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Mr. Moshe Berman, who has just completed a very successful tour in 
Southern California, will visit the states of Texas and Oklahoma during 


June. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


A Reply to Emil Ludwig 


In the March issue of the JEWISH 
FRONTIER Emil Ludwig once more 
raises the question “Is the German 
People Anti-Semitic?” Coming from 
him, the question is purely rhetorical. 
The Germans are anti-Semites. The 
Nazi persecution of the Jews met not 
only with the tacit approval, but with 
the active cooperation of the majority 
of the German people. This is Mr. 
Ludwig’s firm and often repeated con- 
viction: 

This time he bases his case against 
the German people on testimonies of 
refugees whom he had publicly asked 
to describe to him their experiences 
with Germans, not officials of the state 
or the Nazi party. He regards the evi- 
dence he obtained and which he partly 
published in the JEWISH FRONTIER as 
indisputable. “Let the readers draw 
their own conclusions about the feel- 
ing of the German people toward the 
Jews.” With these words he con- 
fidently rests his case. 

It is not the first time that Mr. Lud- 
wig refers to documentary evidence 
supposedly proving the anti-Semitic 
attitude of the German people. In 
March, 1943, he testified before the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, House 
of Representatives: “We have thou- 
sands of eye-witness reports, telling 
how German citizens, men and women, 
of their own free will, without any 
urging or official inducement, helped 
the storm-troopers to hunt down, 
whip, and kill the Jews.”* 

This was on March 26, 1943. Al- 
most two months later, on May 21, 
1943, a German-language weekly in 
New York carried an appeal of Mr. 
Ludwig to “all emigres, who possess 
personal recollection or reliable testi- 
mony of persecution of Jews,” to send 
him their observations with regard to 
the German people’s attitude toward 
these persecutions. 

The number of testimonies Mr. 
Ludwig received was 73. Although we 
cannot accept them as a representative 
sample of the evidence which a truly 
objective investigation will have to 
produce, we can deal only with them 
since Mr. Ludwig's article relies exclu- 
sively on them and ignores the “thou- 
sands of eye-witness reports” he men- 
tioned before the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

Seven of the 73 testimonies “at- 
tested help of so-called Aryans toward 
the persecuted” and are summarized 
and dealt with in five lines. Of the re- 


*The German People, Testimony of Mr. 
Ludwig before the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, House of Representatives, Seventy- 
Eighth Congress, First Session, United States 
Government Printing Office, Washington: 
1943, p. 8. 
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maining 66 Mr. Ludwig eliminated 
32. What he published was “a selec- 
tion .. . made of 34 testimonies about 
the actions of Germans that were not 
official Nazis.” 

The 34 selected testimonies attest 
the hostile attitude of German crowds 
toward Jews; they tell of women spit- 
ting at arrested Jews; of threatening 
outcries of yowling mobs, enjoying the 
cruelties committed by the Nazis and, 
in some cases, participating in them by 
hitting arrested Jews with canes and 
umbrellas and by demolishing Jewish 
homes. There is no doubt that the tes- 
timonies are true, that they do not 
even approximate the reality. But they 
do not justify the conclusions Mr. Lud- 
wig draws from them. 

An understanding of the role of 
anti-Semitism in the terroristic reality 
of the Third Reich requires more than 
an accumulation of selected reports. 
We could match Mr. Ludwig's testi- 
monies with many times more detailed 
and trustworthy reports from eye-wit- 
nesses, all “attesting the help of so- 
called Aryans to the persecuted.” We 
doubt, however, whether much is 
gained by such an array of witnesses 
and counter-witnesses. Such evidence 
is not meaningful per se. Torn from 
the social context to which they be- 
long, the facts lose their proper 
weight, proportion and perspective. 
Mr. Ludwig has failed to make even 
an attempt at analyzing the evidence. 

Anti-Jewish vandalism reached a 
first high in 1933, when, immediately 
following the Reichstag fire, the full 
Nazi terror was unleashed against all 
opponents of the Hitler regime. Three 
of the 34 testimonies deal with this 
period. The second and far more ter- 
tible persecution occurred on or 
around November 10, 1938, after the 
assassination of Vom Rath. No less 
than 22 testimonies refer to the No- 
vember pogrom. Mr. Ludwig seems to 
believe that a constant and continually 
rising wave of spontaneous anti-Sem- 
itism swept Germany from 1933 on 
until it engulfed the Jews in Novem- 
ber 1938. “After a few years of the 
Nazi regime one should have expected 
a decrease of passion among the Ger- 
mans. Instead, the violence increased, 
as is shown by the letters quoted 
below.” The two letters quoted deal 
with two incidents in 1936, the first 
telling of an attack by storm troopers 
on Jews in a public swimming pool 
near Mannheim, the second of the as- 
sault by a fiendish woman on an 18 
year old Jewish girl. 


To call the November pogroms “the 
fiercest outbreak of mob fury” cannot 
be excused any more as bona fide ig- 
norance. It must have occurred to Mr. 
Ludwig that mob fury hardly troubles 
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to break out on the minute from Koen- 
igsberg to Landau, to have the fire bri- 
gades prepared, to follow the same 
pattern of destruction all over the 
Reich, to have special barracks in the 
concentration camps ready to receive 
the victims. If there is one thing cer- 
tain about the “mob fury” in 1938— 
and in 1933—it is the fact that the 
terroristic actions were planned, or- 
dered and executed by organs of the 
Nazi state and the Nazi party. To 
characterize them as anti-Semitic “out- 
breaks” caused by increased “passion” 
among the Germans, is a fundamental 
and deliberate distortion. Not one of 
the 34 selected testimonies gives Mr. 
Ludwig as much as a pretext for claim- 
ing that anywhere in Germany did the 
initiative in the anti-Jewish persecu- 
tion rest with the “anonymous Ger- 
man crowd.” 

To explain the development of Nazi 
anti-Semitism since 1933 on the basis. 
of a growing popular demand to 
which the Nazi government bowed, 
cannot be reconciled with any fact. 
What is more serious, such an inter- 
pretation actually prevents any under- 
standing of the political functions 
Nazi anti-Semitism has served and is 
serving to this very day. To attribute 
the whole sinister phenomenon to a 
“German national character” is to 
nurse false hopes in the Jews in other 
countries. .. . 

The real task begins where Mr. Lud- 
wig leaves off. Is Nazi anti-Semitism 
only a streamlined variety of old anti- 
Jewish prejudices or something quali- 
tatively new? Which purposes was it 
supposed to fulfill and how did it ful- 
fill them? Is there an inherent logic in 
the development of Nazi anti-Semit- 
ism since 1933? Is the timing of the 
terror significant? Which groups or 
classes of the German (and Austrian) 
people were susceptible to anti-Semitic 
propaganda or actively supported it? 
How does the individual who does not 
agree with or abhors the persecutions 
behave in the terroristic situation in 
which he is forced to live? ... 

These are some of the questions a 
study on Nazi anti-Semitism would 
have to answer unless, of course, one 
dismisses the whole problem by trans- 
posing it into a mythology of “national 
traits.” Unfortunately, it is a habit 
with Mr. Ludwig—as evidenced by his 
writings—to substitute mythology and 
pseudo-psychological conjecturing for 
a thorough analysis of historical facts. 
A serious study of the reactions of the 
German people to Nazi anti-Semitism 
must not emulate his procedure. (Such 
a study has been undertaken by the 
Institute of Social Research. Its find- 
ings will be published in due time.) 

PAUL W. MASSING. 
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“Swifter than a race horse it flew over the icy streets!” 


ANY a mustache cup was put 
down with a clatter. Many a 
housewife on this wintry Sunday 
morning in 1900 began to dream 
and talk of a new family carriage 
—without a horse! 

There on the front page of the 
newspaper was the thrilling story. 
Henry Ford had given a reporter 
aridein the first Detroit-built auto- 
mobile — an experimental model. 
It had been an inspiring experience. 

A speed of 25 miles an hour had 
been attained. The reporter nearly 
leapt overboard in fright, but had 
kept his perch over the 3-gallon 
gas tank. 

He was now able to record ecstat- 
ically that the ‘“‘big machine rode 
with dreamlike smoothness” despite 
the ruts... that it “stopped within 


six feet” and was off again “like a 
frightened ghost”. 

Mr. Ford had proved himself 
“an expert in cutting circles and 
other fancy figures’. He turned 
sharp curves “with the grace and 
ease of a wild bird’. Even a milk 
wagon and a loaded dray had been 
encountered without mishap! 

From these early days, the name 
Ford has never ceased to be news. 

The reason lies in the basic Ford 
principle: build a sturdy, simple car 
priced within the reach of the greatest 
number. 

When production was stopped 
on the 1942 models, more than 
30,000,000 Ford-built cars and 
trucks had taken to the road. And 
millions of them, the country over, 
are still serving America’s vital 


transportation needs. Much of the 
present news of Ford is of course 
“restricted’’, for it has to do with 
the mass production of giant aircraft 
and many other tools of victory. 

But there will come a day when 
Ford news will again feature civil- 
ian models. You may be sure they 
will reflect all the ingenuity and 
precision engineering which are 
traditional with Ford. They will 
benefit, too, by the newer knowl- 
edge of materials and fabrication 
methods. 

Yes, the Ford cars of the future 
may even challenge the descriptive 
powers of that forgotten reporter 
who, at the turn of the century, 
rolled along the streets of Detroit 
“swifter than a race horse”’, 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY €@> 
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By Meredith Moulton Redhead, Ph. B. 
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ve BABY’S first solid foods go a 
long way toward determining his 
future health. To encourage normal 
appetite, it’s important that a calm, 
happy atmosphere prevail at meal- 
time. So don’t be too concerned about 
table manners at the outset. Start your 
baby on nourishing, wholesome foods. 
Then let him enjoy himself—eat the 
way he wants to in the beginning. 
Here’s a hint: Children really do like 
the flavor of Heinz Baby Foods. And 
no wonder. The 57 Varieties, prepared 
by H. J. Heinz Company, have been 
famous for their quality and flavor 
for 75 years. They now include 17 
Strained Foods for infants, 12 Junior 
Foods for older babies and a delicious, 
time-saving Pre-Cooked Cereal. 
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